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FIG. 43

"
®

PROVIDE VOLTAGE DURING ZERO CRoSSING  |-310
INTERVAL OF (RECTIFIED) AC VOLTAGE

!

PROVIDE_FOR AN LED SEGMENT TO BE IN R |31
OUT OF THE SERIES LED CURRENT PATH AND
REGULATE CORRESPONDING CURRENT LEVEL

*-

MONITOR CURRENT THROUGH THE SERIES LED
CURRENT PATH

! 925
<:::: HAS THE MEASURED OR SENSED CURRENT LEVEL O

o
~no
o

REACHED OR IS ABOUT EQUAL TO A (NEXT)
PREDETERMINED LEVEL?

‘YES
PROVIDE FOR A NEXT LED SEGMENT T0 BE | -330
IN OR OUT OF THE SERIES LED CURRENT
PATH AND REGULATE CURRENT LEVEL
l 935
YES

ADDITIONAL LED SEGMENTS?

‘NO

340

PEAK VOLTAGE OR CURRENT? ;_NO
‘YES
CHARGE VOLTAGE REGULATOR |- 945

T 950

POWER TO REMAIN ON? YES
NO

RETURN 35




U.S. Patent Jun. 9, 2015 Sheet 41 of 42 US 9,055,641 B2
FIG. 44
------ V1
1mjk/ T B10A,815A

/ F/_/—:-310A\I
\\ I\A /'

120-120M~_ g

CONTROLLER 255@5#{

120- 120 |

CONTROLLER

-

| o108,015
<L

CURRENT

SENSOR

| _-115




U.S. Patent Jun. 9, 2015 Sheet 42 of 42 US 9,055,641 B2

N\ /)
Vce
©B10C,B15C
10,310 |

—] I:_/ 11 |

'E

| |

LU [5”112 |

115

CURRENT |~

CONTROLLER SENSOR

\
120- 120



US 9,055,641 B2

1

APPARATUS, METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
PROVIDING AC LINE POWER TO LIGHTING
DEVICES

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/283,201, filed Oct. 27, 2011, which claims
the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/491,
062, filed May 27, 2011 and is a continuation-in-part of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/729,081, filed Mar. 22, 2010
(now U.S. Pat. No. 8,410,717), and is a continuation-in-part
of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/478,293, filed Jun. 4,
2009 (now U.S. Pat. No. 8,324,840). U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/283,201 is also a continuation-in-part of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/478,293, filed Jun. 4, 2009
(now U.S. Pat. No. 8,324,840). Each of the disclosures of said
applications are incorporated by reference herein in their
entirety.

BACKGROUND

Widespread proliferation of solid state lighting systems
(semiconductor, LED-based lighting sources) has created a
demand for highly efficient power converters, such as LED
drivers, with high conversion ratios of input to output volt-
ages, to provide corresponding energy savings. A wide vari-
ety of off-line LED drivers are known, but are unsuitable for
direct replacement of incandescent bulbs or compact fluores-
cent bulbs utilizable in a typical “Edison” type of socket, such
as for a lamp orhousehold lighting fixture, which is couplable
to an alternating current (“AC”) input voltage, such as a
typical (single-phase) AC line (or AC mains) used in a home
or business.

Early attempts at a solution have resulted in LED drivers
which are non-isolated, have low efficiency, deliver relatively
low power, and at most can deliver a constant current to the
LEDs with no temperature compensation, no dimming
arrangements or compatibility with existing dimmer
switches, and no voltage or current protection for the LED:s.
In order to reduce the component count, such converters may
be constructed without isolation transformers by using two-
stage converters with the second stage running at a very low
duty cycle (equivalently referred to as a duty ratio), thereby
limiting the maximum operating frequency, resulting in an
increase in the size of the converter (due to the comparatively
low operating frequency), and ultimately defeating the pur-
pose of removing coupling transformers. In other instances,
the LED drivers utilize high brightness LEDs, requiring com-
paratively large currents to produce the expected light output,
resulting in reduced system efficiency and increased energy
costs.

Other LED drivers are overly complicated. Some require
control methods that are complex, some are difficult to design
and implement, and others require many electronic compo-
nents. A large number of components results in an increased
cost and reduced reliability. Many drivers utilize a current
mode regulator with a ramp compensation in a pulse width
modulation (“PWM”) circuit. Such current mode regulators
require relatively many functional circuits, while nonetheless
continuing to exhibit stability problems when used in the
continuous current mode with a duty cycle or ratio over fifty
percent. Various attempts to solve these problems utilized a
constant off-time boost converter or hysteretic pulse train
booster. While these prior art solutions addressed problems of
instability, these hysteretic pulse train converters exhibited
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other difficulties, such as elevated electromagnetic interfer-
ence, inability to meet other electromagnetic compatibility
requirements, and relative inefficiency. Other attempts to pro-
vide solutions outside the original power converter stages,
adding additional feedback and other circuits, rendered the
LED driver even larger and more complicated.

Another proposed solution provides a reconfigurable cir-
cuit to provide a number of LEDs in each circuit based on a
sensed voltage, but is also overly complicated, with a separate
current regulator for each current path, with its efficiency
compromised by its requirement of a significant number of
diodes for path breaking. Such complicated LED driver cir-
cuits result in an increased cost which renders them unsuit-
able for use by consumers as replacements for typical incan-
descent bulbs or compact fluorescent bulbs.

Other LED bulb replacement solutions are incapable of
responding to different input voltage levels. Instead, multiple
different products are required, each for different input volt-
age levels (110V, 220V, 230V).

This is a significant problem in many parts of the world,
however, because typical AC input voltage levels have a high
variance (of RMS levels), such as ranging from 85V to 135V
for what is supposed to be 110V. As a consequence, in such
devices, output brightness varies significantly, with a varia-
tion of 85V to 135V resulting in a 3-fold change in output
luminous flux. Such variations in output brightness are unac-
ceptable for typical consumers.

Another significant problem with devices used with a stan-
dard AC input voltage is significant underutilization: Because
of'the variable applied AC voltage, the LEDs are not conduct-
ing during the entire AC cycle. More specifically, when the
input voltage is comparatively low during the AC cycle, there
is no LED current, and no light emitted. For example, there
may be LED current during the approximately middle third of
arectified AC cycle, with no LED current during the first and
last 60 degrees of a 180 degree rectified AC cycle. In these
circumstances, LED utilization may be as low as twenty
percent, which is comparatively very low, especially given
the comparatively high costs involved.

There are myriad other issues with attempts at LED drivers
for consumer applications. For example, some require the use
of'a large, expensive resistor to limit the excursion of current,
resulting in corresponding power losses, which can be quite
significant and which may defeat some of the purposes of
switching to solid state lighting.

Accordingly, a need remains for an apparatus, method, and
system for supplying AC line power to one or more LEDs,
including LEDs for high brightness applications, while
simultaneously providing an overall reduction in the size and
cost of the LED driver and increasing the efficiency and
utilization of LEDs. Such an apparatus, method, and system
should be able to function properly over a relatively wide AC
input voltage range, while providing the desired output volt-
age or current, and without generating excessive internal volt-
ages or placing components under high or excessive voltage
stress. In addition, such an apparatus, method, and system
should provide significant power factor correction when con-
nected to an AC line for input power. Also, it would be
desirable to provide such an apparatus, method, and system
for controlling brightness, color temperature, and color of the
lighting device.

SUMMARY

The representative embodiments of the present disclosure
provide numerous advantages for supplying power to non-
linear loads, such as LEDs. The various representative
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embodiments supply AC line power to one or more LEDs,
including LEDs for high brightness applications, while
simultaneously providing an overall reduction in the size and
cost of the LED driver and increasing the efficiency and
utilization of LEDs. Representative apparatus, method, and
system embodiments adapt and function properly over a rela-
tively wide AC input voltage range, while providing the
desired output voltage or current, and without generating
excessive internal voltages or placing components under high
orexcessive voltage stress. Inaddition, various representative
apparatus, method, and system embodiments provide signifi-
cant power factor correction when connected to an AC line for
input power. Representative embodiments also substantially
reduce the capacitance at the output of the LEDs, thereby
significantly improving reliability. Lastly, various represen-
tative apparatus, method, and system embodiments provide
the capability for controlling brightness, color temperature,
and color of the lighting device.

Indeed, several significant advantages of the representative
embodiment should be emphasized. First, representative
embodiments are capable of implementing power factor cor-
rection, which results both in a substantially increased output
brightness and significant energy savings. Second, the utili-
zation of the LEDs is quite high, with at least some LEDs in
use during the vast majority of every partofan AC cycle. With
this high degree of utilization, the overall number of LEDs
may be reduced to nonetheless produce a light output com-
parable to other devices with more LEDs.

A representative method embodiment is disclosed for pro-
viding power to a plurality of light emitting diodes couplable
to receive an AC voltage, the plurality of light emitting diodes
coupled in series to form a plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes each comprising at least one light emitting
diode, with the plurality of segments of light emitting diodes
coupled to a corresponding plurality of switches to switch a
selected segment of light emitting diodes into or out of a
series light emitting diode current path. This representative
method embodiment comprises: monitoring a first parameter;
during a first part of an AC voltage interval, when the first
parameter has reached a first predetermined level, switching
a corresponding segment of light emitting diodes into the
series light emitting diode current path; and during a second
part of the AC voltage interval, when the first parameter has
decreased to a second predetermined level, switching the
corresponding segment of light emitting diodes out of the
series light emitting diode current path.

In a representative embodiment, the first parameter is a
current level of the series light emitting diode current path. In
various representative embodiments, the method may further
comprise maintaining the current level of the series light
emitting diode current path substantially constant at the first
predetermined level. Also in various representative embodi-
ments, the method may further comprise: during the first part
of the AC wvoltage interval, when the first parameter has
reached a third predetermined level, switching a next corre-
sponding segment of light emitting diodes into the series light
emitting diode current path, and during the second part of the
AC voltage interval, when the first parameter has decreased to
a fourth predetermined level, switching the corresponding
segment of light emitting diodes out of the series light emit-
ting diode current path.

Various representative method embodiments may also fur-
ther comprise: during the first part of the AC voltage interval,
as a light emitting diode current successively reaches a pre-
determined peak level, successively switching the corre-
sponding segment of light emitting diodes into the series light
emitting diode current path; and during the second part of the
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AC voltage interval, as the AC voltage level decreases to a
corresponding voltage level, switching the corresponding
segment of light emitting diodes out of the series light emit-
ting diode current path. In various representative embodi-
ments, the switching of the corresponding segment of light
emitting diodes out of the series light emitting diode current
pathis in areverse order to the switching of the corresponding
segment of light emitting diodes into the series light emitting
diode current path.

In a representative method embodiment, time or time inter-
vals may be utilized as parameters. For example, the first
parameter and the second parameter may be time, or one or
more time intervals, or time-based, or one or more clock cycle
counts. Also for example, the representative method embodi-
ment may further comprise: determining a first plurality of
time intervals corresponding to a number of segments of light
emitting diodes for the first part of the AC voltage interval;
and determining a second plurality of time intervals corre-
sponding to the number of segments of light emitting diodes
for the second part of the AC voltage interval. For such a
representative embodiment, the method may further include,
during the first part of the AC voltage interval, at the expira-
tion of each time interval of the first plurality of time intervals,
switching a next segment of light emitting diodes into the
series light emitting diode current path; and during the second
part of the AC voltage interval, at the expiration of each time
interval of the second plurality of time intervals, in a reverse
order, switching the next segment of light emitting diodes out
of the series light emitting diode current path.

Various representative method embodiments may also fur-
ther comprise determining whether the AC voltage is phase
modulated, such as by a dimmer switch. Such a representative
method embodiment may further comprise, when the AC
voltage is phase modulated, switching a segment of light
emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode current
path which corresponds to a phase modulated AC voltage
level; or when the AC voltage is phase modulated, switching
a segment of light emitting diodes into the series light emit-
ting diode current path which corresponds to a time interval of
the phase modulated AC voltage. In addition, representative
method embodiments, when the AC voltage is phase modu-
lated, may further comprise maintaining a parallel light emit-
ting diode current path through a first switch concurrently
with switching a next segment of light emitting diodes into
the series light emitting diode current path through a second
switch.

Various representative method embodiments may also fur-
ther comprise determining whether the AC voltage is phase
modulated. The method may further comprise, when the AC
voltage is phase modulated, switching a segment of light
emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode current
path which corresponds to a phase modulated AC voltage
level; when the AC voltage is phase modulated, switching a
segment of light emitting diodes into the series light emitting
diode current path which corresponds to a phase modulated
AC current level; when the AC voltage is phase modulated,
switching a segment of light emitting diodes into the series
light emitting diode current path which corresponds to a time
interval of the phase modulated AC voltage; or when the AC
voltage is phase modulated, maintaining a parallel light emit-
ting diode current path through a first switch concurrently
with switching a next segment of light emitting diodes into
the series light emitting diode current path through a second
switch.

Various representative embodiments may also provide for
power factor correction. Such a representative method
embodiment may further comprise determining whether suf-
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ficient time remains in the first part of the AC voltage interval
for a light emitting diode current to reach a predetermined
peak level if a next segment of light emitting diodes is
switched into the series light emitting diode current path, and
when sufficient time remains in the first part of the AC voltage
interval for the light emitting diode current to reach the pre-
determined peak level, switching the next segment of light
emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode current
path. Similarly, when sufficient time does not remain in the
first part of the AC voltage interval for the light emitting diode
current to reach the predetermined peak level, the represen-
tative method embodiment may further include not switching
the next segment of light emitting diodes into the series light
emitting diode current path.

Also in various representative embodiments, the method
may further comprise: switching a first plurality of segments
of light emitting diodes to form a first series light emitting
diode current path; and switching a second plurality of seg-
ments of light emitting diodes to form a second series light
emitting diode current path in parallel with the first series
light emitting diode current path.

In a representative embodiment, selected segments of light
emitting diodes of the plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes may each comprise light emitting diodes having light
emission spectra of different colors or wavelengths. For such
a representative embodiment, the method may further com-
prise selectively switching the selected segments of light
emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode current
path to provide a corresponding lighting effect, and/or selec-
tively switching the selected segments of light emitting
diodes into the series light emitting diode current path to
provide a corresponding color temperature.

In a representative embodiment, an apparatus is disclosed
which is couplable to receive an AC voltage, with the appa-
ratus comprising: a rectifier to provide a rectified AC voltage;
a plurality of light emitting diodes coupled in series to form a
plurality of segments of light emitting diodes; a plurality of
switches correspondingly coupled to the plurality of seg-
ments of light emitting diodes to switch a selected segment of
light emitting diodes into or out of a series light emitting
diode current path; a current sensor to sense a light emitting
diode current level; and a controller coupled to the plurality of
switches and to the current sensor, the controller, during a first
part of a rectified AC voltage interval and when the light
emitting diode current level has increased to a first predeter-
mined current level, to switch a corresponding segment of
light emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode cur-
rent path; and during a second part of a rectified AC voltage
interval and when the light emitting diode current level has
decreased to a second predetermined current level, the con-
troller to switch the corresponding segment of light emitting
diodes out of the series light emitting diode current path.

In a representative embodiment, the controller further is to
maintain the light emitting diode current level substantially
constant at the first predetermined level. During the first part
of an AC voltage interval, when the light emitting diode
current level has reached a third predetermined level, the
controller further is to switch a next corresponding segment
of light emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode
current path, and during a second part of the AC voltage
interval, when the light emitting diode current level has
decreased to a fourth predetermined level, the controller fur-
ther is to switch a corresponding segment of light emitting
diodes out of the series light emitting diode current path.

In such a representative apparatus embodiment, the appa-
ratus may further comprise a plurality of resistors, each resis-
tor of the plurality of resistors coupled in series to a corre-
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sponding switch of the plurality of switches. Each resistor
may be coupled on a high voltage side of the corresponding
switch, or each resistor may be coupled on a low voltage side
of the corresponding switch. The representative apparatus
may further comprise a switch and a resistor coupled in series
with at least one segment of light emitting diodes of the
plurality of segments of light emitting diodes.

In a representative embodiment, an ultimate segment of
light emitting diodes of the plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes is always coupled in the series light emitting
diode current path. The controller may be further coupled to
the plurality of segments of light emitting diodes to receive
corresponding node voltage levels. In another representative
embodiment, at least one switch of the plurality of switches is
coupled to the rectifier to receive the rectified AC voltage.

In another representative apparatus embodiment, during
the first part of the rectified AC voltage interval, as the light
emitting diode current level reaches the predetermined peak
level, the controller further may determine and store a corre-
sponding value of the rectified AC voltage level and succes-
sively switch a corresponding segment of light emitting
diodes into the series light emitting diode current path; and
during the second part ofa rectified AC voltage interval, as the
rectified AC voltage level decreases to a corresponding value,
the controller further may switch the corresponding segment
of light emitting diodes out of the series light emitting diode
current path, and may do so in a reverse order to the switching
of the corresponding segments of light emitting diodes into
the series light emitting diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the controller fur-
ther may determine whether the rectified AC voltage is phase
modulated. In such a representative embodiment, the control-
ler, when the rectified AC voltage is phase modulated, further
may switch a segment of light emitting diodes into the series
light emitting diode current path which corresponds to the
rectified AC voltage level, or may switch a segment of light
emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode current
path which corresponds to a time interval of the rectified AC
voltage level. In another representative apparatus embodi-
ment, the controller, when the rectified AC voltage is phase
modulated, further may maintain a parallel light emitting
diode current path through a first switch concurrently with
switching a next segment of light emitting diodes into the
series light emitting diode current path through a second
switch.

In various representative embodiments, the controller may
also implement a form of power factor correction. In such a
representative apparatus embodiment, the controller further
may determine whether sufficient time remains in the first
part of the rectified AC voltage interval for the light emitting
diode current level to reach the predetermined peak level if a
next segment of light emitting diodes is switched into the
series light emitting diode current path. For such a represen-
tative embodiment, the controller, when sufficient time
remains in the first part of the rectified AC voltage interval for
the light emitting diode current level to reach the predeter-
mined peak level, further may switch the next segment of
light emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode cur-
rent path; and when sufficient time does not remain in the first
part of the rectified AC voltage interval for the light emitting
diode current level to reach the predetermined peak level, the
controller further may not switch the next segment of light
emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode current
path.

In another representative embodiment, the controller fur-
ther is to switch a plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes to form a first series light emitting diode current path,
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and to switch a plurality of segments of light emitting diodes
to form a second series light emitting diode current path in
parallel with the first series light emitting diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the apparatus may
operate at a rectified AC voltage frequency of substantially
about 100 Hz, 120 Hz, 300 Hz, 360 Hz, or 400 Hz. In addition,
the apparatus may further comprise a plurality of phosphor
coatings or layers, with each phosphor coating or layer
coupled to a corresponding light emitting diode of the plural-
ity of light emitting diodes, and with each phosphor coating or
layer having a luminous or light emitting decay time constant
between about 2 to 3 msec.

Another representative apparatus is couplable to receive an
AC voltage, with the apparatus comprising: a first plurality of
light emitting diodes coupled in series to form a first plurality
of segments of light emitting diodes; a first plurality of
switches coupled to the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes to switch a selected segment of light emitting
diodes into or out of a first series light emitting diode current
path in response to a control signal; a current sensor to deter-
mine a light emitting diode current level; and a controller
coupled to the plurality of switches and to the current sensor,
the controller, during a first part of an AC voltage interval and
in response to the light emitting diode current level, to gen-
erate a first control signal to switch a corresponding segment
of light emitting diodes of the first plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes into the first series light emitting diode
current path; and during a second part of the AC voltage
interval and in response to the light emitting diode current
level, to switch a corresponding segment of light emitting
diodes of the first plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes out of the first series light emitting diode current path.

In a representative apparatus embodiment, the apparatus
may further comprise: a second plurality of light emitting
diodes coupled in series to form a second plurality of seg-
ments of light emitting diodes; and a second plurality of
switches coupled to the second plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes to switch a selected segment of the second
plurality of segments of light emitting diodes into or out of'a
second series light emitting diode current path; wherein the
controller is further coupled to the second plurality of
switches, and further is to generate corresponding control
signals to switch a plurality of segments of the second plu-
rality of segments of light emitting diodes to form the second
series light emitting diode current path in parallel with the
first series light emitting diode current path. The second series
light emitting diode current path may have a polarity opposite
the first series light emitting diode current path, or a first
current flow through the first series light emitting diode cur-
rent path has an opposite direction to second current flow
through the second series light emitting diode current path.

In yet another of the various representative embodiments,
the apparatus may further comprise a current limiting circuit;
a dimming interface circuit; a DC power source circuit
coupled to the controller, and/or a temperature protection
circuit.

Another representative method embodiment is disclosed
for providing power to a plurality of light emitting diodes
couplable to receive an AC voltage, the plurality of light
emitting diodes coupled in series to form a plurality of seg-
ments of light emitting diodes each comprising at least one
light emitting diode, with the plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes coupled to a corresponding plurality of
switches to switch a selected segment of light emitting diodes
into or out of a series light emitting diode current path. This
representative method embodiment comprises: in response to
a first parameter during a first part of an AC voltage interval,
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determining and storing a value of a second parameter and
switching a corresponding segment of light emitting diodes
into the series light emitting diode current path; and during a
second part of'the AC voltage interval, monitoring the second
parameter and when the current value of the second parameter
is substantially equal to the stored value, switching a corre-
sponding segment of light emitting diodes out of the series
light emitting diode current path.

In a representative embodiment, the AC voltage comprises
a rectified AC voltage, and the representative method further
comprises: determining when the rectified AC voltage is sub-
stantially close to zero; and generating a synchronization
signal. The representative method also may further comprise:
determining the AC voltage interval from at least one deter-
mination of when the rectified AC voltage is substantially
close to zero.

In various representative embodiments, the method may
further comprise rectifying the AC voltage to provide a rec-
tified AC voltage. For example, in such a representative
embodiment, the first parameter may be a light emitting diode
current level and the second parameter may be a rectified AC
input voltage level. Other parameter combinations are also
within the scope of the claimed disclosure, including LED
current levels, peak LED current levels, voltage levels, and
optical brightness levels, for example. In such representative
embodiments, the method may further comprise: when a light
emitting diode current level has reached a predetermined
peak value during the first part of the AC voltage interval,
determining and storing a first value of the rectified AC input
voltage level and switching a first segment of light emitting
diodes into the series light emitting diode current path; moni-
toring the light emitting diode current level; and when the
light emitting diode current subsequently has reached the
predetermined peak value during the first part of the AC
voltage interval, determining and storing a second value of
the rectified AC input voltage level and switching a second
segment of light emitting diodes into the series light emitting
diode current path. (Such predetermined values may be deter-
mined in a wide variety of ways, such as specified in advance
off line or specified or calculated ahead of time while the
circuit is operating, such as during a previous AC cycle.) The
representative method also may further comprise: monitoring
the rectified AC voltage level; when the rectified AC voltage
level has reached the second value during the second part of
the AC voltage interval, switching the second segment of light
emitting diodes out of the series light emitting diode current
path; and when the rectified AC voltage level has reached the
first value during the second part of the AC voltage interval,
switching the first segment of light emitting diodes out of the
series light emitting diode current path.

Also in various representative embodiments, the method
may further comprise: during the first part of the AC voltage
interval, as a light emitting diode current successively reaches
a predetermined peak level, determining and storing a corre-
sponding value of the rectified AC voltage level and succes-
sively switching a corresponding segment of light emitting
diodes into the series light emitting diode current path; and
during the second part of the AC voltage interval, as the
rectified AC voltage level decreases to a corresponding volt-
age level, switching the corresponding segment of light emit-
ting diodes out of the series light emitting diode current path.
For such a representative method embodiment, the switching
of the corresponding segment of light emitting diodes out of
the series light emitting diode current path may be in a reverse
order to the switching of the corresponding segment of light
emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode current
path.
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In another representative embodiment, the method may
further comprise: when a light emitting diode current has
reached a predetermined peak level during the first part of the
AC voltage interval, determining and storing a first value of
the rectified AC input voltage level; and when the first value of
the rectified AC input voltage is substantially equal to or
greater than a predetermined voltage threshold, switching the
corresponding segment of light emitting diodes into the series
light emitting diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the method may
further comprise monitoring a light emitting diode current
level; during the second part of the AC voltage interval, when
the light emitting diode current level is greater than a prede-
termined peak level by a predetermined margin, determining
and storing a new value of the second parameter and switch-
ing the corresponding segment of light emitting diodes into
the series light emitting diode current path.

In another representative method embodiment, the method
may further comprise: switching a plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes to form a first series light emitting diode
current path; and switching a plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes to form a second series light emitting diode
current path in parallel with the first series light emitting
diode current path.

Various representative embodiments may also provide for
a second series light emitting diode current path which has a
direction or polarity opposite the first series light emitting
diode current path, such as for conducting current during a
negative part of an AC cycle, when the first series light emit-
ting diode current path conducts current during a positive part
of the AC cycle. For such a representative embodiment, the
method may further comprise, during a third part of the AC
voltage interval, switching a second plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes to form a second series light emitting
diode current path having a polarity opposite the series light
emitting diode current path formed in the first part of the AC
voltage interval; and during a fourth part of the AC voltage
interval, switching the second plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes out of the second series light emitting diode
current path.

Another representative embodiment is an apparatus cou-
plable to receive an AC voltage. A representative apparatus
comprises: a rectifier to provide a rectified AC voltage; a
plurality of light emitting diodes coupled in series to form a
plurality of segments of light emitting diodes; a plurality of
switches correspondingly coupled to the plurality of seg-
ments of light emitting diodes to switch a selected segment of
light emitting diodes into or out of a series light emitting
diode current path; a current sensor to sense a light emitting
diode current level; a voltage sensor to sense a rectified AC
voltage level; a memory to store a plurality of parameters; and
a controller coupled to the plurality of switches, to the
memory, to the current sensor, and to the voltage sensor,
during a first part of a rectified AC voltage interval and when
the light emitting diode current level has reached a predeter-
mined peak light emitting diode current level, the controller to
determine and store in the memory a corresponding value of
the rectified AC voltage level and to switch a corresponding
segment of light emitting diodes into the series light emitting
diode current path; and during a second part of a rectified AC
voltage interval, the controller to monitor the rectified AC
voltage level and when the current value of the rectified AC
voltage level is substantially equal to the stored correspond-
ing value of the rectified AC voltage level, to switch the
corresponding segment of light emitting diodes out of the
series light emitting diode current path.

10

25

35

40

45

50

55

10

In such a representative apparatus embodiment, when the
rectified AC voltage level is substantially close to zero, the
controller further is to generate a corresponding synchroni-
zation signal. In various representative embodiments, the
controller further may determine the rectified AC voltage
interval from at least one determination of the rectified AC
voltage level being substantially close to zero.

In a representative embodiment, the controller, when the
light emitting diode current level has reached the predeter-
mined peak light emitting diode current level during the first
part of a rectified AC voltage interval, further is to determine
and store in the memory a first value of the rectified AC
voltage level, switch a first segment of light emitting diodes
into the series light emitting diode current path, monitor the
light emitting diode current level, and when the light emitting
diode current level subsequently has reached the predeter-
mined peak light emitting diode current level during the first
part of the rectified AC voltage interval, the controller further
is to determine and store in the memory a second value of the
rectified AC voltage level and switch a second segment of
light emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode cur-
rent path.

In such a representative apparatus embodiment, the con-
troller further is to monitor the rectified AC voltage level and
when the rectified AC voltage level has reached the stored
second value during the second part of a rectified AC voltage
interval, to switch the second segment of light emitting diodes
out of the series light emitting diode current path, and when
the rectified AC voltage level has reached the stored first value
during the second part of a rectified AC voltage interval, to
switch the first segment of light emitting diodes out of the
series light emitting diode current path.

In another representative apparatus embodiment, the con-
troller further is to monitor the light emitting diode current
level and when the light emitting diode current level has again
reached the predetermined peak level during the first part of a
rectified AC voltage interval, the controller further may deter-
mine and store in the memory a corresponding next value of
the rectified AC voltage level and switch a next segment of
light emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode cur-
rent path. In such a representative apparatus embodiment, the
controller further may monitor the rectified AC voltage level
and when the rectified AC voltage level has reached the next
rectified AC voltage level during the second part of a rectified
AC voltage interval, to switch the corresponding next seg-
ment of light emitting diodes out of the series light emitting
diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the controller fur-
ther may monitor a light emitting diode current level; and
during the second part of the rectified AC voltage interval,
when the light emitting diode current level is greater than a
predetermined peak level by a predetermined margin, the
controller further may determine and store another corre-
sponding value of the rectified AC voltage level and switch
the corresponding segment of light emitting diodes into the
series light emitting diode current path.

Also in various representative embodiments, the controller
further may switch a plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes to form a first series light emitting diode current path,
and to switch a plurality of segments of light emitting diodes
to form a second series light emitting diode current path in
parallel with the first series light emitting diode current path.

As mentioned above, in various representative embodi-
ments, selected segments of light emitting diodes of the plu-
rality of segments of light emitting diodes may each comprise
light emitting diodes having light emission spectra of differ-
ent colors or wavelengths. In such a representative apparatus
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embodiment, the controller further may selectively switch the
selected segments of light emitting diodes into the series light
emitting diode current path to provide a corresponding light-
ing effect, and/or selectively switch the selected segments of
light emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode cur-
rent path to provide a corresponding color temperature.

Another representative apparatus embodiment is also cou-
plable to receive an AC voltage, with the representative appa-
ratus comprising: a first plurality of light emitting diodes
coupled in series to form a first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes; a first plurality of switches coupled to the
first plurality of segments of light emitting diodes to switch a
selected segment of light emitting diodes into or out of a first
series light emitting diode current path in response to a con-
trol signal; a memory; and a controller coupled to the plurality
of switches and to the memory, the controller, in response to
a first parameter and during a first part of an AC voltage
interval, to determine and store in the memory a value of a
second parameter and to generate a first control signal to
switch a corresponding segment of light emitting diodes of
the first plurality of segments of light emitting diodes into the
first series light emitting diode current path; and during a
second part of the AC voltage interval, when a current value of
the second parameter is substantially equal to the stored
value, to generate a second control signal to switch a corre-
sponding segment of light emitting diodes of the first plurality
of'segments of light emitting diodes out of the first series light
emitting diode current path.

In a representative embodiment, the first parameter and the
second parameter comprise at least one of the following: a
time parameter, or one or more time intervals, or a time-based
parameter, or one or more clock cycle counts. In such a
representative apparatus embodiment, the controller further
may determine a first plurality of time intervals correspond-
ing to a number of segments of light emitting diodes of the
first plurality of segments of light emitting diodes for the first
part of the AC voltage interval, and may determine a second
plurality of time intervals corresponding to the number of
segments of light emitting diodes for the second part of the
AC voltage interval.

In another representative embodiment, the controller fur-
ther may retrieve from the memory a first plurality of time
intervals corresponding to a number of segments of light
emitting diodes of the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes for the first part of the AC voltage interval,
and a second plurality of time intervals corresponding to the
number of segments of light emitting diodes for the second
part of the AC voltage interval.

For such representative embodiments, the controller, dur-
ing the first part of the AC voltage interval, at the expiration of
each time interval of the first plurality of time intervals, fur-
ther may generate a corresponding control signal to switch a
next segment of light emitting diodes into the series light
emitting diode current path, and during the second part of the
AC voltage interval, at the expiration of each time interval of
the second plurality of time intervals, in a reverse order, may
generate a corresponding control signal to switch the next
segment of light emitting diodes out of the series light emit-
ting diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the apparatus may
further comprise a rectifier to provide a rectified AC voltage.
For such representative embodiments, the controller may,
when the rectified AC voltage is substantially close to zero,
generate a corresponding synchronization signal. Also for
such representative embodiments, the controller further may
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determine the AC voltage interval from at least one determi-
nation of the rectified AC voltage being substantially close to
Zero.

Also in various representative embodiments, the apparatus
may further comprise a current sensor coupled to the control-
ler; and a voltage sensor coupled to the controller. For
example, the first parameter may be a light emitting diode
current level and the second parameter may be a voltage level.

For such representative embodiments, the controller, when
a light emitting diode current has reached a predetermined
peak level during the first part of the AC voltage interval,
further may determine and store in the memory a first value of
the AC voltage level and generate the first control signal to
switch a first segment of the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes into the first series light emitting diode cur-
rent path; and when the light emitting diode current subse-
quently has reached the predetermined peak level during the
first part of the AC voltage interval, the controller further may
determine and store in the memory a next value of the AC
voltage level and generate a next control signal, to switch a
next segment of the first plurality of segments of light emit-
ting diodes into the first series light emitting diode current
path. When the AC voltage level has reached the next value
during the second part of a rectified AC voltage interval, the
controller further may generate another control signal to
switch the next segment out of the first series light emitting
diode current path; and when the AC voltage level has reached
the first value during the second part of a rectified AC voltage
interval, the controller may generate the second control signal
to switch the first segment out of the first series light emitting
diode current path.

Invarious representative embodiments, during the first part
of the AC voltage interval, as a light emitting diode current
successively reaches a predetermined peak level, the control-
ler further may determine and store a corresponding value of
the AC voltage level and successively generate a correspond-
ing control signal to switch a corresponding segment of the
first plurality of segments of light emitting diodes into the first
series light emitting diode current path; and during the second
part of the AC voltage interval, as the AC voltage level
decreases to a corresponding voltage level, the controller
further may successively generate a corresponding control
signal to switch the corresponding segment of the first plu-
rality of segments of light emitting diodes out of the first
series light emitting diode current path. For example, the
controller further may successively generate a corresponding
control signal to switch the corresponding segment out of the
first series light emitting diode current path in a reverse order
to the switching of the corresponding segment into the first
series light emitting diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the controller fur-
ther may determine whether the AC voltage is phase modu-
lated. For such representative embodiments, the controller,
when the AC voltage is phase modulated, further may gener-
ate a corresponding control signal to switch a segment of the
first plurality of segments of light emitting diodes into the first
series light emitting diode current path which corresponds to
a phase modulated AC voltage level and/or to a time interval
of the phase modulated AC voltage level. For such represen-
tative embodiments, the controller, when the AC voltage is
phase modulated, further may generate corresponding con-
trol signals to maintain a parallel second light emitting diode
current path through a first switch concurrently with switch-
ing a next segment of the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes into the first series light emitting diode cur-
rent path through a second switch.
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In another of the various representative embodiments, the
controller further may determine whether sufficient time
remains in the first part of the AC voltage interval for a light
emitting diode current to reach a predetermined peak level if
a next segment of the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes is switched into the first series light emitting
diode current path, and if so, further may generate a corre-
sponding control signal to switch the next segment of the first
plurality of segments of light emitting diodes into the first
series light emitting diode current path.

In yet another of the various representative embodiments,
during the second part of the AC voltage interval and when the
light emitting diode current level is greater than a predeter-
mined peak level by a predetermined margin, the controller
further may determine and store a new value of the second
parameter and generate a corresponding control signal to
switch the corresponding segment of the first plurality of
segments of light emitting diodes into the first series light
emitting diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the controller fur-
ther may generate corresponding control signals to switch a
plurality of segments of the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes to form a second series light emitting diode
current path in parallel with the first series light emitting
diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the apparatus may
further comprise a second plurality of light emitting diodes
coupled in series to form a second plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes; and a second plurality of switches
coupled to the second plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes to switch a selected segment of the second plurality of
segments of light emitting diodes into or out ofa second series
light emitting diode current path; wherein the controller is
further coupled to the second plurality of switches, and fur-
ther may generate corresponding control signals to switch a
plurality of segments of the second plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes to form the second series light emitting
diode current path in parallel with the first series light emit-
ting diode current path. For example, the second series light
emitting diode current path may have a polarity opposite the
first series light emitting diode current path. Also for example,
a first current flow through the first series light emitting diode
current path may have an opposite direction to second current
flow through the second series light emitting diode current
path. Also for example, the controller further may generate
corresponding control signals to switch a plurality of seg-
ments of the first plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes to form the first series light emitting diode current path
during a positive polarity of the AC voltage and further may
generate corresponding control signals to switch a plurality of
segments of the second plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes to form the second series light emitting diode current
path during a negative polarity of the AC voltage.

In various representative apparatus embodiments, the first
plurality of switches may comprise a plurality of bipolar
junction transistors or a plurality of field effect transistors.
Also in various representative apparatus embodiments, the
apparatus also may further comprise a plurality of tri-state
switches, comprising: a plurality of operational amplifiers
correspondingly coupled to the first plurality of switches; a
second plurality of switches correspondingly coupled to the
first plurality of switches; and a third plurality of switches
correspondingly coupled to the first plurality of switches.

Various representative embodiments may also provide for
various switching arrangements or structures. In various rep-
resentative embodiments, each switch of the first plurality of
switches is coupled to a first terminal of a corresponding
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segment of the first plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes and coupled to a second terminal of the last segment of
the first plurality of segments of light emitting diodes. In
another of the various representative embodiments, each
switch of the first plurality of switches is coupled to a first
terminal of a corresponding segment of the first plurality of
segments of light emitting diodes and coupled to a second
terminal of the corresponding segment of the first plurality of
segments of light emitting diodes.

In yet another of the various representative embodiments,
the apparatus may further comprise a second plurality of
switches. For such a representative embodiment, each switch
of the first plurality of switches may be coupled to a first
terminal of the first segment of the first plurality of segments
of light emitting diodes and coupled to a second terminal of a
corresponding segment of the first plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes; and wherein each switch of the second
plurality of switches may be coupled to a second terminal of
a corresponding segment of the first plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes and coupled to a second terminal of the
last segment of'the first plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes.

In yet another representative embodiment, selected seg-
ments of light emitting diodes of the plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes each comprise light emitting diodes
having light emission spectra of different colors. For such
representative embodiments, the controller further may gen-
erate corresponding control signals to selectively switch the
selected segments of light emitting diodes into the first series
light emitting diode current path to provide a corresponding
lighting effect, and/or to provide a corresponding color tem-
perature.

In various representative embodiments, the controller may
further comprise: a first analog-to-digital converter couplable
to a first sensor; a second analog-to-digital converter cou-
plable to a second sensor; a digital logic circuit; and a plural-
ity of switch drivers correspondingly coupled to the first
plurality of switches. In another representative embodiment,
the controller may comprise a plurality of analog compara-
tors.

In various representative embodiments, the first parameter
and the second parameter comprise at least one of the follow-
ing parameters: a time period, a peak current level, an average
current level, a moving average current level, an instanta-
neous current level, a peak voltage level, an average voltage
level, a moving average voltage level, an instantaneous volt-
age level, an average output optical brightness level, amoving
average output optical brightness level, a peak output optical
brightness level, or an instantaneous output optical brightness
level. In addition, in another representative embodiment, the
first parameter and the second parameter are the same param-
eter, such as a voltage level or a current level.

Another representative apparatus embodiment is couplable
to receive an AC voltage, with the apparatus comprising: a
first plurality of light emitting diodes coupled in series to form
a first plurality of segments of light emitting diodes; a first
plurality of switches coupled to the first plurality of segments
of light emitting diodes to switch a selected segment of light
emitting diodes into or out of a first series light emitting diode
current path in response to a control signal; at least one
sensor; and a control circuit coupled to the plurality of
switches and to the at least one sensor, the controller, in
response to a first parameter and during a first part of an AC
voltage interval, to determine a value of a second parameter
and to generate a first control signal to switch a corresponding
segment of light emitting diodes of the first plurality of seg-
ments of light emitting diodes into the first series light emit-
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ting diode current path; and during a second part of the AC
voltage interval, when a current value of the second parameter
is substantially equal to a corresponding determined value, to
generate a second control signal to switch a corresponding
segment of light emitting diodes of the first plurality of seg-
ments of light emitting diodes out of the first series light
emitting diode current path.

In a representative embodiment, the control circuit further
is to calculate or obtain from a memory a first plurality of time
intervals corresponding to a number of segments of light
emitting diodes of the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes for the first part of the AC voltage interval,
and to calculate or obtain from a memory a second plurality of
time intervals corresponding to the number of segments of
light emitting diodes for the second part of the AC voltage
interval. In such a representative embodiment, during the first
part of the AC voltage interval, at the expiration of each time
interval of the first plurality of time intervals, the control
circuit further is to generate a corresponding control signal to
switch a next segment of light emitting diodes into the series
light emitting diode current path, and during the second part
of the AC voltage interval, at the expiration of each time
interval of the second plurality of time intervals, in a reverse
order, to generate a corresponding control signal to switch the
next segment of light emitting diodes out of the series light
emitting diode current path.

In another representative embodiment, the apparatus fur-
ther comprises a memory to store a plurality of determined
values. In various representative embodiments, the first
parameter is a light emitting diode current level and the sec-
ond parameter is a voltage level, and wherein during the first
part of the AC voltage interval, as a light emitting diode
current successively reaches a predetermined level, the con-
trol circuit further is to determine and store in the memory a
corresponding value of the AC voltage level and successively
generate a corresponding control signal to switch a corre-
sponding segment of the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes into the first series light emitting diode cur-
rent path; and during the second part of the AC voltage inter-
val, as the AC voltage level decreases to a corresponding
voltage level, the controller further is to successively generate
a corresponding control signal to switch the corresponding
segment of the first plurality of segments of light emitting
diodes out of the first series light emitting diode current path.
In another representative embodiment, the first parameter and
the second parameter are the same parameter comprising a
voltage or a current level, and wherein during the first part of
the AC voltage interval, as the voltage or current level suc-
cessively reaches a predetermined level, the control circuit
further is to successively generate a corresponding control
signal to switch a corresponding segment of the first plurality
of segments of light emitting diodes into the first series light
emitting diode current path; and during the second part of the
AC voltage interval, as the voltage or current level decreases
to a corresponding level, the controller further is to succes-
sively generate a corresponding control signal to switch the
corresponding segment of the first plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes out of the first series light emitting diode
current path.

Another representative apparatus embodiment is couplable
to receive an AC voltage, with the apparatus comprising: a
rectifier to provide a rectified AC voltage; a plurality of light
emitting diodes coupled in series to form a plurality of seg-
ments of light emitting diodes; a plurality of switches, each
switch of the plurality of switches coupled to a first terminal
of a corresponding segment of the first plurality of segments
of light emitting diodes and coupled to a second terminal of
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the last segment of the first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes; a current sensor to sense a light emitting
diode current level; a voltage sensor to sense a rectified AC
voltage level; a memory to store a plurality of parameters; and
a controller coupled to the plurality of switches, to the
memory, to the current sensor and to the voltage sensor,
during a first part of a rectified AC voltage interval and when
the light emitting diode current level has reached a predeter-
mined peak light emitting diode current level, the controller to
determine and store in the memory a corresponding value of
the rectified AC voltage level and to generate corresponding
control signals to switch a corresponding segment of light
emitting diodes into the series light emitting diode current
path; and during a second part of a rectified AC voltage
interval and when the current value of the rectified AC voltage
level is substantially equal to the stored corresponding value
of the rectified AC voltage level, the controller to generate
corresponding control signals to switch the corresponding
segment of light emitting diodes out of the series light emit-
ting diode current path.

Another representative embodiment provides a method of
providing power to a plurality of light emitting diodes cou-
plable to receive an AC voltage, the plurality of light emitting
diodes coupled in series to form a plurality of segments of
light emitting diodes, each comprising at least one light emit-
ting diode, the plurality of segments of light emitting diodes
coupled to a plurality of current regulators, with the method
comprising: monitoring and regulating a current level
through a series light emitting diode current path; providing
for afirst segment of light emitting diodes to be in or out of the
series light emitting diode current path at about a first prede-
termined current level or until the current level has reached
about the first predetermined current level; and providing for
a second segment of light emitting diodes to be in or out of the
series light emitting diode current path at about a second
predetermined current level or until the current level has
reached about the second predetermined current level.

In various representative embodiments, the method may
further comprise, during a zero crossing interval of the AC
voltage, using a voltage regulator, providing a voltage or a
current sufficient for at least one light emitting diode to be on
and conducting, and during a peak interval of the AC voltage,
charging the voltage regulator. In a representative embodi-
ment, the voltage regulator comprises at least one capacitor
coupledto a diode. In another representative embodiment, the
method may further comprise regulating the current level of
the series light emitting diode current path to be less than or
equal to a maximum current level.

In a representative embodiment, the steps of providing for
the first and second segments of light emitting diodes to be in
or out of the series light emitting diode current path further
comprise: turning off a first current regulator coupled to the
first segment of light emitting diodes; and turning on a second
current regulator coupled to the second segment of light emit-
ting diodes or coupled to the first segment of light emitting
diodes. In a representative embodiment, the first current regu-
lator comprises a first current source and the second current
regulator comprises a second current source. Also in a repre-
sentative embodiment, the method may further comprise con-
trolling or setting the first current regulator at about the first
predetermined current level; and controlling or setting the
second current regulator at about the second predetermined
current level.

In various representative embodiments, the method may
further comprise providing for the first, the second, or a third
segment of light emitting diodes to be in or out of the series
light emitting diode current path at about a third predeter-
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mined current level or until the current level has reached
about the third predetermined current level. The first, second,
and third predetermined current levels may be sequential or
non-sequential current levels.

In a representative embodiment, the steps of providing for
the first, second and third segments of light emitting diodes to
be in or out of the series light emitting diode current path may
further comprise: regulating the current level of the series
light emitting diode current path at about the first predeter-
mined current level or until the current level has reached
about the first predetermined current level, the series light
emitting diode current path comprising the first segment of
light emitting diodes and not the second segment of light
emitting diodes; regulating the current level of the series light
emitting diode current path at about the second predeter-
mined current level or until the current level has reached
about the second predetermined current level, the series light
emitting diode current path comprising the second segment of
light emitting diodes coupled in series to the first segment of
light emitting diodes, wherein the second predetermined cur-
rent level is lower than the first predetermined current level;
and regulating the current level of the series light emitting
diode current path at about the third predetermined current
level or until the current level has reached about the third
predetermined current level, the series light emitting diode
current path comprising the third segment of light emitting
diodes coupled in series to the second segment of light emit-
ting diodes coupled in series to the first segment of light
emitting diodes, wherein the third predetermined current
level is greater than the first predetermined current level.

In various representative embodiments, the steps of pro-
viding for the first, second, and third segments of light emit-
ting diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting diode
current path may further comprise: regulating the current
level ofthe series light emitting diode current path at about the
first predetermined current level or until the current level has
reached about the first predetermined current level, the series
light emitting diode current path comprising the first segment
of light emitting diodes and not the second segment of light
emitting diodes; regulating the current level of the series light
emitting diode current path at about the second predeter-
mined current level or until the current level has reached
about the second predetermined current level, the series light
emitting diode current path comprising the second segment of
light emitting diodes coupled in series to the first segment of
light emitting diodes, wherein the second predetermined cur-
rent level is greater than the first predetermined current level;
and regulating the current level of the series light emitting
diode current path at about the third predetermined current
level or until the current level has reached about the third
predetermined current level, the series light emitting diode
current path comprising the third segment of light emitting
diodes coupled in series to the second segment of light emit-
ting diodes, wherein the third predetermined current level is
greater than the second predetermined current level.

In various representative embodiments, the steps of pro-
viding for the first and second segments of light emitting
diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting diode current
path may further comprise: regulating the current level of the
series light emitting diode current path at about the first pre-
determined current level or until the current level has reached
about the first predetermined current level, the series light
emitting diode current path comprising the first segment of
light emitting diodes without the second segment of light
emitting diodes; and regulating the current level of the series
light emitting diode current path at about the second prede-
termined current level or until the current level has reached
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about the second predetermined current level, the series light
emitting diode current path comprising the second segment of
light emitting diodes coupled in series to the first segment of
light emitting diodes, wherein the second predetermined cur-
rent level is lower than the first predetermined current level.

In another representative embodiment, the steps of provid-
ing for the first and second segments of light emitting diodes
to be in or out of the series light emitting diode current path
may further comprise: regulating the current level of the
series light emitting diode current path at about the first pre-
determined current level or until the current level has reached
about the first predetermined current level, the series light
emitting diode current path comprising the first segment of
light emitting diodes without the second segment of light
emitting diodes; and regulating the current level of the series
light emitting diode current path at about the second prede-
termined current level or until the current level has reached
about the second predetermined current level, the series light
emitting diode current path comprising the second segment of
light emitting diodes coupled in series to the first segment of
light emitting diodes, wherein the second predetermined cur-
rent level is higher than the first predetermined current level.

In another representative embodiment, the steps of provid-
ing for the first and second segments of light emitting diodes
to be in or out of the series light emitting diode current path
may further comprise: turning off a first current regulator
coupled to the first segment of light emitting diodes, the first
current regulator providing for a maximum current at about
the first predetermined current level; and turning on a second
current regulator coupled to the second segment of light emit-
ting diodes, the second segment of light emitting diodes
coupled in series to the first segment of light emitting diodes
in the series light emitting diode current path, the second
current regulator providing for a maximum current at the
second predetermined current level, wherein the second pre-
determined current level is lower than the first predetermined
current level.

In another representative embodiment, the steps of provid-
ing for the first and second segments of light emitting diodes
to be in or out of the series light emitting diode current path
may further comprise: turning off a first current regulator
coupled to the first segment of light emitting diodes, the first
current regulator providing for a maximum current at about
the first predetermined current level; and turning on a second
current regulator coupled to the second segment of light emit-
ting diodes, the second segment of light emitting diodes
coupled in series to the first segment of light emitting diodes
in the series light emitting diode current path, the second
current regulator providing for a maximum current at the
second predetermined current level, wherein the second pre-
determined current level is higher than the first predetermined
current level.

In various representative embodiments, the method may
further comprise providing for a next segment of light emit-
ting diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting diode
current path at about a next predetermined current level or
until the current level has reached about the next predeter-
mined current level.

In various representative embodiments, providing for the
first segment of light emitting diodes to be in or out of the
series light emitting diode current path and providing for the
second segment of light emitting diodes to be in or out of the
series light emitting diode current path may occur in a first
order during a first part of an AC voltage interval and in a
second order during a second part of the AC voltage interval,
wherein the second order is the reverse of the first order.



US 9,055,641 B2

19

In another representative embodiment, the method may
further comprise determining whether the AC voltage is
phase modulated; and when the AC voltage is phase modu-
lated, providing for the first segment of light emitting diodes
to be in or out of the series light emitting diode current path
corresponding to a phase modulated AC current level; and/or
when the AC voltage is phase modulated, maintaining a par-
allel light emitting diode current path concurrently with pro-
viding for the second segment of light emitting diodes to be in
or out of the series light emitting diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, the method may
further comprise providing for the first segment of light emit-
ting diodes to be in a first series light emitting diode current
path; and providing for the second segment of light emitting
diodes to be in a second series light emitting diode current
path in parallel with the first series light emitting diode cur-
rent path.

In another representative embodiment, the method may
further comprise, during a first part of an AC voltage interval,
providing for the first segment of light emitting diodes to be in
a first series light emitting diode current path and providing
for the second segment of light emitting diodes to be in a
second series light emitting diode current path in parallel with
the first segment of light emitting diodes; with an increasing
voltage level during the first part of the AC voltage interval,
providing for a third segment of light emitting diodes to be in
the first series light emitting diode current path and providing
for a fourth segment of light emitting diodes to be in a third
series light emitting diode current path in parallel with the
third segment of light emitting diodes; with an increasing
voltage level during the first part of the AC voltage interval,
providing for the second segment of light emitting diodes to
be in the first series light emitting diode current path; and with
an increasing voltage level during the first part of the AC
voltage interval, providing for the fourth segment of light
emitting diodes to be in the first series light emitting diode
current path.

Also in another representative embodiment, the method
may further comprise, with a decreasing voltage level during
a second part of the AC voltage interval, providing for the
fourth segment of light emitting diodes to be in parallel with
the third segment of light emitting diodes; with a decreasing
voltage level during the second part of the AC voltage inter-
val, providing for the second segment of light emitting diodes
to be in parallel with the first segment of light emitting diodes;
and with a decreasing voltage level during the second part of
the AC voltage interval, providing for the third and fourth
segments of light emitting diodes to be out of the first series
light emitting diode current path.

In various representative embodiments, selected segments
of light emitting diodes of the plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes may each comprise light emitting diodes
having light emission spectra of different colors or wave-
lengths.

Another representative apparatus embodiment is couplable
to receive an AC voltage, the apparatus comprising: a plural-
ity of light emitting diodes coupled in series to form a plural-
ity of segments of light emitting diodes; a first current regu-
lator coupled to a first segment of light emitting diodes of the
plurality of segments of light emitting diodes; a second cur-
rent regulator coupled to a second segment of light emitting
diodes of the plurality of segments of light emitting diodes; a
current sensor; and a controller coupled to the first and second
current regulators and to the current sensor, the controller to
monitor a current level through a series light emitting diode
current path, to provide for the first segment of light emitting
diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting diode current
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path at about a first predetermined current level or until the
current level has reached about the first predetermined current
level; and to provide for the second segment of light emitting
diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting diode current
path at about a second predetermined current level or until the
current level has reached about the second predetermined
current level.

Another representative apparatus embodiment may further
comprise a voltage regulator to provide a voltage or a current
sufficient for at least one light emitting diode to be on and
conducting during a zero crossing interval of the AC voltage.
The voltage regulator may be charged during a peak interval
of the AC voltage. In a representative embodiment, the volt-
age regulator comprises at least one capacitor coupled to a
diode. In another representative embodiment, the voltage
regulator may comprise: a first capacitor coupled to the first or
second segment of light emitting diodes; a first diode coupled
to the first capacitor; a second capacitor coupled in series to
the first diode and the first capacitor; and a second diode
coupled to the second capacitor and to the first or second
segment of light emitting diodes. In various representative
embodiments, the voltage regulator is coupled to the first or
second current regulator.

In another representative embodiment, the controller fur-
ther is to regulate the current level of the series light emitting
diode current path to be less than or equal to a maximum
current level.

In various representative embodiments, the controller fur-
ther may provide for the first and second segments of light
emitting diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting
diode current path by respectively turning off or on the first
current regulator and turning on or off the second current
regulator.

In a representative embodiment, the first current regulator
comprises a first current source and the second current regu-
lator comprises a second current source. In various represen-
tative embodiments, the first current source and the second
current source each comprise a transistor. In another repre-
sentative embodiment, the first current source and the second
current source each comprise an operational amplifier
coupledto atransistor. In another representative embodiment,
the first current source and the second current source each
comprise an operational amplifier coupled to a plurality of
transistors.

In various representative embodiments, the controller fur-
ther may control or set the first current regulator at about the
first predetermined current level and control or set the second
current regulator at about the second predetermined current
level.

Also in various representative embodiments, the apparatus
may further comprise a third current regulator coupled to a
third segment of light emitting diodes of the plurality of
segments of light emitting diodes; wherein the controller
further is to provide for the first, second or third segment of
light emitting diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting
diode current path at about a third predetermined current level
or until the current level has reached about the third predeter-
mined current level. The first, second and third predetermined
current levels may be sequential or non-sequential current
levels.

In a representative embodiment, the controller further is to
turn on the first current regulator to control the current level of
the series light emitting diode current path at about the first
predetermined current level or until the current level has
reached about the first predetermined current level, the series
light emitting diode current path comprising the first segment
of light emitting diodes and not the second segment of light
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emitting diodes; to turn off the first current regulator and turn
on the second current regulator to control the current level of
the series light emitting diode current path at about the second
predetermined current level or until the current level has
reached about the second predetermined current level, the
series light emitting diode current path comprising the second
segment of light emitting diodes coupled in series to the first
segment of light emitting diodes, wherein the second prede-
termined current level is lower than the first predetermined
current level; and to turn on the third current regulator and
turn off the second current regulator to control the current
level ofthe series light emitting diode current path at about the
third predetermined current level or until the current level has
reached about the third predetermined current level, the series
light emitting diode current path comprising the third seg-
ment of light emitting diodes coupled in series to the second
segment of light emitting diodes coupled in series to the first
segment of light emitting diodes, wherein the third predeter-
mined current level is greater than the first predetermined
current level.

In another representative embodiment, the controller fur-
ther is to turn on the first current regulator to control the
current level of the series light emitting diode current path at
about the first predetermined current level or until the current
level has reached about the first predetermined current level,
the series light emitting diode current path comprising the
first segment of light emitting diodes and not the second
segment of light emitting diodes; to turn off the first current
regulator and turn on the second current regulator to control
the current level of the series light emitting diode current path
at about the second predetermined current level or until the
current level has reached about the second predetermined
current level, the series light emitting diode current path
comprising the second segment of light emitting diodes
coupled in series to the first segment of light emitting diodes,
wherein the second predetermined current level is greater
than the first predetermined current level; and to turn on the
third current regulator and turn off the second current regu-
lator to control the current level of the series light emitting
diode current path at about the third predetermined current
level or until the current level has reached about the third
predetermined current level, the series light emitting diode
current path comprising the third segment of light emitting
diodes coupled in series to the second segment of light emit-
ting diodes coupled in series to the first segment of light
emitting diodes, wherein the third predetermined current
level is greater than the second predetermined current level.

In yet another representative embodiment, the controller
further is to turn on the first current regulator to control the
current level of the series light emitting diode current path at
about the first predetermined current level or until the current
level has reached about the first predetermined current level,
the series light emitting diode current path comprising the
first segment of light emitting diodes and not the second
segment of light emitting diodes; and to turn off the first
current regulator and turn on the second current regulator to
control the current level of the series light emitting diode
current path at about the second predetermined current level
or until the current level has reached about the second prede-
termined current level, the series light emitting diode current
path comprising the second segment of light emitting diodes
coupled in series to the first segment of light emitting diodes,
wherein the second predetermined current level is lower than
the first predetermined current level.

In another representative embodiment, the controller fur-
ther is to turn on the first current regulator to control the
current level of the series light emitting diode current path at
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about the first predetermined current level or until the current
level has reached about the first predetermined current level,
the series light emitting diode current path comprising the
first segment of light emitting diodes and not the second
segment of light emitting diodes; and to turn off the first
current regulator and turn on the second current regulator to
control the current level of the series light emitting diode
current path at about the second predetermined current level
or until the current level has reached about the second prede-
termined current level, the series light emitting diode current
path comprising the second segment of light emitting diodes
coupled in series to the first segment of light emitting diodes,
wherein the second predetermined current level is greater
than the first predetermined current level.

In various representative embodiments, the controller fur-
ther may provide for a next segment of light emitting diodes
to be in or out of the series light emitting diode current path at
about a next predetermined current level or until the current
level has reached about the next predetermined current level.
The controller further may provide for the first segment of
light emitting diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting
diode current path and provide for the second segment of light
emitting diodes to be in or out of the series light emitting
diode current path in a first order during a first part of an AC
voltage interval and in a second order during a second part of
the AC voltage interval, wherein the second order is the
reverse of the first order.

In another representative embodiment, the controller fur-
ther may determine whether the AC voltage is phase modu-
lated; and when the AC voltage is phase modulated, to pro-
vide for the first segment of light emitting diodes to be in or
out of the series light emitting diode current path correspond-
ing to a phase modulated AC current level.

In various representative embodiments, the controller fur-
ther may provide for a parallel light emitting diode current
path concurrently with providing for the first or second seg-
ment of light emitting diodes to be in or out of the series light
emitting diode current path. For example, the controller may
provide for the first segment of light emitting diodes to be in
a first series light emitting diode current path; and to provide
for the second segment of light emitting diodes to be in a
second series light emitting diode current path in parallel with
the first series light emitting diode current path.

Another representative apparatus embodiment may further
comprise a rectifier couplable to receive the AC voltage.

In various representative embodiments, selected segments
of light emitting diodes of the plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes each comprise light emitting diodes having
light emission spectra of different colors or wavelengths. The
controller may selectively provide for the selected segments
of light emitting diodes to be in or out of the series light
emitting diode current path to provide a corresponding light-
ing effect, and/or the controller further may selectively pro-
vide for the selected segments of light emitting diodes to be in
orout of the series light emitting diode current path to provide
a corresponding color temperature.

Invarious representative embodiments, the apparatus oper-
ates at about a rectified AC voltage frequency selected from
the group consisting of: 100 Hz, 120 Hz, 300 Hz, 360 Hz, 400
Hz, and combinations thereof.

Another representative apparatus embodiment may further
comprise a plurality of phosphor coatings or layers, each
phosphor coating or layer coupled to a corresponding light
emitting diode of the plurality of light emitting diodes, each
phosphor coating or layer having a luminous decay time
constant between about 2 to 3 msec.
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Another representative apparatus embodiment may further
comprise a third segment of light emitting diodes; a fourth
segment of light emitting diodes; a plurality of switches, each
switch of the plurality of switches coupled to at least one of
the first, second, third, or fourth first segments of light emit-
ting diodes and coupled to the controller; wherein during a
first part of an AC voltage interval, the controller is to provide
for the first segment of light emitting diodes to be in a first
series light emitting diode current path and provide for the
second segment of light emitting diodes to be in a second
series light emitting diode current path in parallel with the
first segment of light emitting diodes; with an increasing
voltage level during the first part of the AC voltage interval,
the controller is to provide for the third segment of light
emitting diodes to be in the first series light emitting diode
current path and providing for the fourth segment of light
emitting diodes to be in a third series light emitting diode
current path in parallel with the third segment of light emit-
ting diodes; with an increasing voltage level during the first
part of the AC voltage interval, the controller is to provide for
the second segment of light emitting diodes to be in the first
series light emitting diode current path; and with an increas-
ing voltage level during the first part of the AC voltage inter-
val, the controller is to provide for the fourth segment of light
emitting diodes to be in the first series light emitting diode
current path.

In addition, in various representative embodiments, with a
decreasing voltage level during a second part of the AC volt-
age interval, the controller may provide for the fourth seg-
ment of light emitting diodes to be in parallel with the third
segment of light emitting diodes; with a decreasing voltage
level during the second part of the AC voltage interval, the
controller is to provide for the second segment of light emit-
ting diodes to be in parallel with the first segment of light
emitting diodes; and with a decreasing voltage level during
the second part of the AC voltage interval, the controller is to
provide for the third and fourth segments of light emitting
diodes to be out of the first series light emitting diode current
path.

Lastly, in another representative embodiment, an apparatus
is couplable to receive an AC voltage, the apparatus compris-
ing: a plurality of light emitting diodes coupled in series to
form at least one segment of light emitting diodes; a first
current regulator coupled at a light emitting diode cathode of
the at least one segment of light emitting diodes; a second
current regulator coupled at a light emitting diode anode of
the at least one segment of light emitting diodes; a current
sensor; a voltage regulator to provide a voltage or a current
sufficient for at least one light emitting diode to be on and
conducting; and a controller coupled to the first and second
current regulators and to the current sensor, the controller to
monitor a current level through the at least one segment of
light emitting diodes, to turn on the second current regulator
to provide current through the at least one segment of light
emitting diodes and to charge the voltage regulator, and to
turn on the first current regulator to provide current through
the at least one segment of light emitting diodes and to dis-
charge the voltage regulator.

Numerous other advantages and features of the present
disclosure will become readily apparent from the following
detailed description of the disclosure and the embodiments
thereof, from the claims and from the accompanying draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features and advantages of the present disclosure will
be more readily appreciated upon reference to the following
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description when considered in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, wherein like reference numerals are used
to identify identical components in the various views, and
wherein reference numerals with alphabetic characters are
utilized to identify additional types, instantiations or varia-
tions of a selected component embodiment in the various
views, in which:

FIG. 1 is a circuit and block diagram illustrating a first
representative system and a first representative apparatus in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a graphical diagram illustrating a first represen-
tative load current waveform and input voltage levels in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a graphical diagram illustrating a second repre-
sentative load current waveform and input voltage levels in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a second
representative system and a second representative apparatus
in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a third
representative system and a third representative apparatus in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fourth
representative system and a fourth representative apparatus in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fifth
representative system and a fifth representative apparatus in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a sixth
representative system and a sixth representative apparatus in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 9 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a first
representative current limiter in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 10 is a circuit diagram illustrating a second represen-
tative current limiter in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 11 is a circuit diagram illustrating a third representa-
tive current limiter and a temperature protection circuit in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 12 is a circuit diagram illustrating a fourth represen-
tative current limiter in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 13 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a first
representative interface circuit in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 14 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a second
representative interface circuit in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 15 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a third
representative interface circuit in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 16 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fourth
representative interface circuit in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 17 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fifth
representative interface circuit in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 18 is a circuit diagram illustrating a first representa-
tive DC power source circuit in accordance with the teachings
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 19 is a circuit diagram illustrating a second represen-
tative DC power source circuit in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 20 is a circuit diagram illustrating a third representa-
tive DC power source circuit in accordance with the teachings
of the present disclosure;
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FIG. 21 is a block diagram illustrating a representative
controller in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 22 is a flow diagram illustrating a first representative
method in accordance with the teachings of the present dis-
closure;

FIGS. 23A, 23B, and 23C are flow diagrams illustrating a
second representative method in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 24 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a seventh
representative system and a seventh representative apparatus
in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 25 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating an eighth
representative system and an eighth representative apparatus
in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 26 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a ninth
representative system and a ninth representative apparatus in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 27 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a tenth
representative system and a tenth representative apparatus in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 28 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating an elev-
enth representative system and an eleventh representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 29 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a twelfth
representative system and a twelfth representative apparatus
in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 30 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a thir-
teenth representative system and a thirteenth representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIGS. 31A and 31B are flow diagrams illustrating a third
representative method in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 32 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a four-
teenth representative system and a fourteenth representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 33 is a graphical diagram illustrating representative
voltage and current waveforms without additional voltage
regulation;

FIG. 34 is a graphical diagram illustrating representative
voltage, current, and light output waveforms using a repre-
sentative voltage regulator;

FIG. 35 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fif-
teenth representative system and a fifteenth representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 36 is a graphical diagram illustrating representative
voltage, current, and light output waveforms with non-se-
quential current regulation and using a representative voltage
regulator;

FIG. 37 is a graphical diagram illustrating representative
voltage, current, and light output waveforms with non-se-
quential current regulation and using a representative voltage
regulator;

FIG. 38 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a six-
teenth representative system and a sixteenth representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 39 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a seven-
teenth representative system and a seventeenth representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;
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FIG. 40 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating an eigh-
teenth representative system and an eighteenth representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 41 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a nine-
teenth representative system and a nineteenth representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 42 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a twen-
tieth representative system and a twentieth representative
apparatus in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 43 is a flow diagram illustrating a fourth representa-
tive method in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 44 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a first
representative second current regulator or current source in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure;

FIG. 45 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a second
representative second current regulator or current source in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 46 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a third
representative second current regulator or current source in
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

While the present disclosure is susceptible of embodiment
in many different forms, there are shown in the drawings and
will be described herein in detail specific representative
embodiments thereof, with the understanding that the present
disclosure is to be considered as an exemplification of the
principles of the disclosure and is not intended to limit the
disclosure to the specific embodiments illustrated. In this
respect, before explaining at least one embodiment consistent
with the present disclosure in detail, it is to be understood that
the disclosure is not limited in its application to the details of
construction and to the arrangements of components set forth
above and below, illustrated in the drawings, or as described
in the examples. Methods and apparatuses consistent with the
present disclosure are capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced and carried out in various ways. Also, it is to
be understood that the phraseology and terminology
employed herein, as well as the abstract included below, are
for the purposes of description and should not be regarded as
limiting.

FIG. 1 is a circuit and block diagram illustrating a first
representative system 50 and a first representative apparatus
100 in accordance with the teachings of the present disclo-
sure. First representative system 50 comprises the first repre-
sentative apparatus 100 (also referred to equivalently as an off
line AC LED driver) coupled to an alternating current (“AC”)
line 102, also referred to herein equivalently as an AC power
line or an AC power source, such as a household AC line or
other AC main power source provided by an electrical utility.
While representative embodiments are described with refer-
enceto such an AC voltage or current, it should be understood
that the claimed disclosure is applicable to any time-varying
voltage or current, as defined in greater detail below. The first
representative apparatus 100 comprises a plurality of LEDs
140, a plurality of switches 110 (illustrated as MOSFETs, as
an example), a controller 120, a (first) current sensor 115, a
rectifier 105, and as options, a voltage sensor 195 and a DC
power source (“Vec”) for providing power to the controller
120 and other selected components. Representative DC
power source circuits 125 may be implemented in a wide
variety of configurations and may be provided in a wide
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variety of locations within the various representative appara-
tuses (100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900, 1000,
1100, 1200, 1300), with several representative DC power
source circuits 125 illustrated and discussed with reference to
FIGS. 18-20. Also for example, representative DC power
sources 125 may be coupled into the representative appara-
tuses in a wide variety of ways, such as between nodes 131
and 117 or between nodes 131 and 134, for example and
without limitation. Representative voltage sensors 195 also
may be implemented in a wide variety of configurations and
may be provided in a wide variety of locations within the
various representative apparatuses (100, 200, 300, 400, 500,
600, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), with a repre-
sentative voltage sensor 195A implemented as a voltage
divider circuit illustrated and discussed with reference to
FIGS. 4 and 5. Also for example, representative voltage sen-
sor 195 may be coupled into the representative apparatuses in
awide variety of ways, such as between nodes 131 and 117 or
in other locations, for example and without limitation. Also
optional, a memory 185 may be included, such as to store
various time periods, current or voltage levels; in various
representative embodiments, controller 120 may already
include various types of memory 185 (e.g., registers), such
that memory 185 may not be a separate component. A user
interface 190 (for user input of various selections such as light
output, for example) also may be included as an option in
various representative embodiments, such as for input of
desired or selected lighting effects. Not separately illustrated
in the figures, equivalent implementations may also include
isolation, such as through the use of isolation transformers,
and are within the scope of the disclosure.

It should be noted that any of the switches 110 of the
plurality of switches 110 may be any type or kind of switch or
transistor, in addition to the illustrated n-channel MOSFETs,
including without limitation a bipolar junction transistor
(“BJT”), a p-channel MOSFET, various enhancement or
depletion mode FETs, etc., and that a plurality of other power
switches of any type or kind also may be utilized in the
circuitry, depending on the selected embodiment.

The rectifier 105, illustrated as a bridge rectifier, is coupled
to the AC line 102, to provide a full (or half) wave rectified
input voltage (“V,”’) and current to a first light emitting diode
140, of a plurality of series-coupled light emitting diodes
(“LEDs”) 140, illustrated as LEDs 140,, 140,, 1405, through
140,, which are arranged or configured as a plurality of
series-coupled segments (or strings) 175 (illustrated as LED
segments 175,,175,,175;, through 175,). (Rectifier 105 may
be a full-wave rectifier, a full-wave bridge, a half-wave rec-
tifier, an electromechanical rectifier, or another type of recti-
fier.) While each LED segment 175 is illustrated in FIG. 1 as
having only one corresponding LED 140 for ease of illustra-
tion, it should be understood that each such LED segment 175
typically comprises a corresponding plurality of series-
coupled LEDs 140, from one to “n” LEDs 140 in each LED
segment 175, which are successively coupled in series. It
should also be understood that the various LED segments 175
may be comprised of the same (equal) number of LEDs 140 or
differing (unequal) numbers of LEDs 140, and all such varia-
tions are considered equivalent and within the scope of the
present disclosure. For example and without limitation, in a
representative embodiment, as many as five to seven LEDs
140 are included in each of nine LED segments 175. The
various LED segments 175, and the corresponding LEDs 140
which comprise them, are successively coupled in series to
each other, with a first LED segment 175, coupled in series to
asecond LED segment 175,, which in turn is coupled in series
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to a third LED segment 175, and so on, with a penultimate
LED segment 175, , coupled in series to the last or ultimate
LED segment 175,,.

As illustrated, rectifier 105 is directly coupled to an anode
ofafirst LED 140,, although other coupling arrangements are
also within the scope of the present disclosure, such as cou-
pling through a resistance or other components, such as cou-
pling to a current limiter circuit 280, or an interface circuit
240, or a DC power source 125, as illustrated and as discussed
in greater detail below. Equivalent implementations are also
available without use of a rectifier 105, and are discussed
below. Current sensor 115 is illustrated and embodied as a
current sense resistor 165, as a representative type of current
sensor, and all current sensor variations are considered
equivalent and within the scope of the disclosure. Such a
current sensor 115 may also be provided in other locations
within the apparatus 100, with all such configuration varia-
tions considered equivalent and within the scope of the dis-
closure as claimed. As current sensor 115 is illustrated as
coupled to a ground potential 117, feedback of the level of
current through the LED segments 175 and/or switches 110
(“Is”) can be provided using one input 160 of controller 120;
in other embodiments, additional inputs may also be utilized,
such as for input of two or more voltage levels utilized for
current sensing, for example and without limitation. Other
types of sensors may also be utilized, such as an optical
brightness sensor (such as second sensor 225 in FIG. 7), in
lieu of or in addition to current sensor 115 and/or voltage
sensor 195, for example and without limitation. In addition, a
current sense resistor 165 may also function as a current
limiting resistor. A wide variety of DC power sources 125 for
the controller 120 may be implemented, and all such varia-
tions are considered equivalent and within the scope of the
disclosure.

The controller 120 (and the other controllers 120A-1201
discussed below) may be implemented using any type of
circuitry, as discussed in greater detail below, and more gen-
erally may also be considered to be a control circuit. For
example and without limitation, the controller 120 (and the
other controllers 120A-1201) or an equivalent control circuit
may be implemented using digital circuitry, analog circuitry,
or a combination of both digital and analog circuitry, with or
without a memory circuit. The controller 120 is utilized pri-
marily to provide switching control, to monitor and respond
to parameter variations (e.g., LED 140 current levels, voltage
levels, optical brightness levels, etc.), and may also be utilized
to implement any of various lighting effects, such as dimming
or color temperature control.

The switches 110, illustrated as switches 110,, 110,, 110,
through 110,,_,, may be any type of switch, such as the illus-
trated MOSFETs as a representative type of switch, with
other equivalent types of switches 110 discussed in greater
detail below, and all such variations are considered equivalent
and within the scope of the claimed disclosure. The switches
110 are correspondingly coupled to a terminal of LED seg-
ments 175. As illustrated, corresponding switches 110 are
coupled in a one-to-one correspondence to a cathode of an
LED 140 at a terminal of each LED segment 175, with the
exception of the last LED segment 175,,. More particularly, in
this representative embodiment, a first terminal of each
switch 110 (e.g., a drain terminal) is coupled to a correspond-
ing terminal (cathode in this illustration) of a corresponding
LED 140 of each LED segment 175, and a second terminal of
each switch 110 (e.g., a source terminal) is coupled to the
current sensor 115 (or, for example, to a ground potential 117,
or to another sensor, a current limiter (discussed below) or to
another node (e.g., 132)). A gate of each switch 110 is coupled
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to a corresponding output 150 of (and is under the control of)
the controller 120, illustrated as outputs 150,, 150,, 150,,
through 150,,_,. In this first representative apparatus 100, each
switch 110 performs a current bypass function, such that
when a switch 110 is on and conducting, current flows
through the corresponding switch and bypasses remaining (or
corresponding) one or more LED segments 175. For example,
when switch 110, is on and conducting and the remaining
switches 110 are off, current flows through LED segment
175, and bypasses LED segments 175, through 175,,; when
switch 110, is on and conducting and the remaining switches
110 are off, current flows through LED segments 175, and
175,, and bypasses LED segments 175, through 175,; when
switch 110, is on and conducting and the remaining switches
110 are off, current flows through LED segments 175,,175,,
and 175;, and bypasses the remaining LED segments
(through 175,)); and when none of the switches 110 are on and
conducting (all switches 110 are off), current flows through
all of the LED segments 175, 175,, 175, through 175,.
Accordingly, the plurality of LED segments 175,, 175,, 175,
through 175, are coupled in series, and are correspondingly
coupled to the plurality of switches 110 (110, through 110,
1). Depending on the state of the various switches, selected
LED segments 175 may be coupled to form a series LED 140
current path, also referred to herein equivalently as a series
LED 140 path, such that electrical current flows through the
selected LED segments 175 and bypasses the remaining (un-
selected) LED segments 175 (which, technically, are still
physically coupled in series to the selected LED segments
175, but are no longer electrically coupled in series to the
selected LED segments 175, as current flow to them has been
bypassed or diverted). Depending on the circuit configura-
tion, if all switches 110 are off, then all of the LED segments
175 of the plurality of LED segments 175 have been coupled
to form the series LED 140 current path, i.e., no current flow
to the LED segments 175 has been bypassed or diverted. For
the illustrated circuit configuration, and depending on the
circuit configuration (e.g., the location of various switches
110) at least one of the LED segments 175 of the plurality of
LED segments 175 is coupled to form the series LED 140
current path, i.e., when there is current flow, it is going
through at least one of the LED segments 175 for this con-
figuration.

Under the control of the controller 120, the plurality of
switches 110 may then be considered to switch selected LED
segments 175 in or out of the series LED 140 current path
from the perspective of electrical current flow, namely, an
LED segment 175 is switched into the series LED 140 current
path when it is not being bypassed by a switch 110, and an
LED segment 175 is switched out of the series LED 140
current path when it is being bypassed by or through a switch
110. Stated another way, an LED segment 175 is switched
into the series LED 140 current path when the current it
receives has not been bypassed or routed elsewhere by a
switch 110, and an LED segment 175 is switched out of the
series LED 140 current path when it does not receive current
because the current is being routed elsewhere by a switch 110.

Similarly, it is to be understood that the controller 120
generates corresponding control signals to the plurality of
switches 110 to selectively switch corresponding LED seg-
ments 175 of the plurality of LED segments 175 into or out of
the series LED 140 current path, such as a comparatively high
voltage signal (binary logic one) to a corresponding gate or
base of a switch 110 when embodied as a FET or BJT, and
such as a comparatively low voltage signal (binary logic zero)
to a corresponding gate or base of a switch 110 also when
embodied as a FET or BJT. Accordingly, a reference to the
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controller 120 “switching” an LED segment 175 into or out of
the series LED 140 current path is to be understood to implic-
itly mean and include the controller 120 generating corre-
sponding control signals to the plurality of switches 110
and/or to any intervening driver or buffer circuits (illustrated
in FIG. 21 as switch drivers 405) to switch the LED segment
175 into or out of the series LED 140 current path.

An advantage of this switching configuration is that by
default, in the event of an open-circuit switch failure, LED
segments 175 are electrically coupled into the series LED 140
current path, rather than requiring current flow through a
switch in order for an LED segment 175 to be in the series
LED 140 current path, such that the lighting device continues
to operate and provide output light.

Various other representative embodiments, however, such
as apparatus 400 discussed below with reference to FIG. 6,
also provide for switching of LED segments 175 into and out
of'both parallel and series LED 140 current paths, such as one
or more LED segments 175 switched into a first series LED
140 current path, one or more LED segments 175 switched
into a second series LED 140 current path, which then may be
switched to be in parallel with each other, for example and
without limitation. Accordingly, to accommodate the various
circuit structures and switching combinations of the repre-
sentative embodiments, an “LLED 140 current path” will mean
and include either or both a series LED 140 current path or a
parallel LED 140 current path, and/or any combinations
thereof. Depending upon the various circuit structures, the
LED 140 current paths may be a series LED 140 current path
or may be a parallel LED 140 current path, or a combination
of both.

Given this switching configuration, a wide variety of
switching schemes are possible, with corresponding current
provided to one or more LED segments 175 in any number of
corresponding patterns, amounts, durations, and times, with
current provided to any number of LED segments 175, from
one LED segment 175 to several LED segments 175 to all
LED segments 175. For example, for a time period t, (e.g.,a
selected starting time and a duration), switch 110, is on and
conducting and the remaining switches 110 are off, and cur-
rent flows through LED segment 175, and bypasses LED
segments 175, through 175, ; for a time period t,, switch 110,
is on and conducting and the remaining switches 110 are off,
and current flows through LED segments 175, and 175,, and
bypasses LED segments 175, through 175,,; for a time period
t;, switch 1105 is on and conducting and the remaining
switches 110 are off, and current flows through LED seg-
ments 175,,175,, and 175, and bypasses the remaining LED
segments (through 175,); and for a time period t,, none of the
switches 110 are on and conducting (all switches 110 are off),
and current flows through all of the LED segments 175,,
175,, 175,, through 175,,.

In a first representative embodiment, a plurality of time
periods t, through t, and/or corresponding input voltage lev-
els (V) (Vivi, Vi, through Vi) and/or other parameter
levels are determined for switching current (through switches
110), which substantially correspond to or otherwise track
(within a predetermined variance or other tolerance or desired
specification) the rectified AC voltage (provided by AC line
102 via rectifier 105) or more generally the AC voltage, such
that current is provided through most or all LED segments
175 when the rectified AC voltage is comparatively high, and
current is provided through fewer, one, or no LED segments
175 when the rectified AC voltage is comparatively low or
close to zero. A wide variety of parameter levels may be
utilized equivalently, such as time periods, peak current or
voltage levels, average current or voltage levels, moving aver-
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age current or voltage levels, instantaneous current or voltage
levels, output (average, peak, or instantaneous) optical bright-
ness levels, for example and without limitation, and that any
and all such variations are within the scope of the claimed
disclosure. In a second representative embodiment, a plural-
ity of time periods t; through t, and/or corresponding input
voltage levels (V) (Vs Ve, through V) and/or other
parameter levels (e.g., output optical brightness levels) are
determined for switching current (through switches 110)
which correspond to a desired lighting effect such as dimming
(selected or input into apparatus 100 via coupling to a dimmer
switch or user input via (optional) user interface 190), such
that current is provided through most or all LED segments
175 when the rectified AC voltage is comparatively high and
a higher brightness is selected, and current is provided
through fewer, one, or no LED segments 175 when a lower
brightness is selected. For example, when a comparatively
lower level of brightness is selected, current may be provided
through comparatively fewer or no LED segments 175 during
a given or selected time interval.

In another representative embodiment, the plurality of
LED segments 175 may be comprised of different types of
LEDs 140 having different light emission spectra, such as
light emission having wavelengths in the red, green, blue,
amber, etc., visible ranges. For example, LED segment 175,
may be comprised of red LEDs 140, LED segment 175, may
be comprised of green LEDs 140, LED segment 175, may be
comprised of blue LEDs 140, another LED segment 175,
may be comprised of amber or white LEDs 140, and so on. In
such a representative embodiment, a plurality of time periods
t, through t, and/or corresponding input voltage levels (V)
(Vi Vi, through V. ) and/or other parameter levels are
determined for switching current (through switches 110)
which correspond to another desired, architectural lighting
effect such as ambient or output color control, such that
current is provided through corresponding LED segments
175 to provide corresponding light emissions at correspond-
ing wavelengths, such as red, green, blue, amber, and corre-
sponding combinations of such wavelengths (e.g., yellow as a
combination of red and green). Innumerable switching pat-
terns and types of LEDs 140 may be utilized to achieve any
selected lighting effect, any and all of which are within the
scope of the disclosure as claimed.

In the first representative embodiment mentioned above, in
which a plurality of time periods t, through t,, and/or corre-
sponding input voltage levels (V) (Vs Ve, through
V) and/or other parameter levels are determined for
switching current (through switches 110) which substantially
correspond to or otherwise track (within a predetermined
variance or other tolerance or desired specification) the rec-
tified AC voltage (provided by AC source 102 via rectifier
105), the controller 120 periodically adjusts the number of
serially coupled LED segments 175 to which current is pro-
vided, such that current is provided through most or all LED
segments 175 when the rectified AC voltage is comparatively
high, and current is provided through fewer, one, or no LED
segments 175 when the rectified AC voltage is comparatively
low or close to zero. For example, in a selected embodiment,
peak current (“1.”) through the LED segments 175 is main-
tained substantially constant, such that as the rectified AC
voltage level increases and as current increases to a predeter-
mined or selected peak current level through the one or more
LED segments 175 which are currently connected in the
series path, additional LED segments 175 are switched into
the serial path; conversely, as the rectified AC voltage level
decreases, LED segments 175 which are currently connected
in the series path are successively switched out of the series
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path and bypassed. Such current levels through LEDs 140 due
to switching in of LED segments 175 (into the series LED 140
current path), followed by switching out of LED segments
175 (from the series LED 140 current path) is illustrated in
FIGS. 2 and 3. More particularly, FIG. 2 is a graphical dia-
gram illustrating a first representative load current waveform
(e.g., full brightness levels) and input voltage levels in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present disclosure, and FIG. 3
is a graphical diagram illustrating a second representative
load current waveform (e.g., lower or dimmed brightness
levels) and input voltage levels in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, current levels through selected
LED segments 175 are illustrated during a first half of a
rectified 60 Hz AC cycle (with input voltage V ,, illustrated as
dotted line 142), which is further divided into a first time
period (referred to as time quadrant “Q1 146) as a first part
or portion of an AC (voltage) interval, during which the rec-
tified AC line voltage increases from about zero volts to its
peak level, and a second time period (referred to as time
quadrant “Q2” 147), as a second part or portion of an AC
(voltage) interval, during which the rectified AC line voltage
decreases from its peak level to about zero volts. As the AC
voltage is rectified, time quadrant “Q1” 146 and time quad-
rant “Q2” 147 and the corresponding voltage levels are
repeated during a second halfofa rectified 60 Hz AC cycle. (It
should also be noted that the rectified AC voltage V,, is
illustrated as an idealized, textbook example, and is likely to
vary from this depiction during actual use.) Referring to FI1G.
2, for each time quadrant “Q1” 146 and “Q2” 147, as an
example and without limitation, seven time intervals are illus-
trated, corresponding to switching seven LED segments 175
into or out of the series LED 140 current path. During time
interval 145, at the beginning of the AC cycle, switch 110, is
on and conducting and the remaining switches 110 are off,
current (“I”) flows through LED segment 175, and rises to a
predetermined or selected peak current level I .. Using current
sensor 115, when the current reaches I, the controller 120
switches in a next LED segment 175, by turning on switch
110, turning off switch 110,, and keeping the remaining
switches 110 off, thereby commencing time interval 145,.
The controller 120 also measures or otherwise determines
either the duration of the time interval 145, or an equivalent
parameter, such as the line voltage level at which I, was
reached for this particular series combination LED segments
175, (which, in this instance, is just the first LED segment
175,), such as by using a voltage sensor 195 illustrated in
various representative embodiments, and stores the corre-
sponding information in memory 185, or another register or
memory. This interval information for the selected combina-
tion of LED segments 175, whether a time parameter, a volt-
age parameter, or another measurable parameter, is utilized
during the second time quadrant “Q2” 147 for switching
corresponding LED segments 175 out of the series LED 140
current path (generally in the reverse order).

Continuing to refer to FIG. 2, during time interval 145,
which is slightly later in the AC cycle, switch 110, is on and
conducting and the remaining switches 110 are off, current
(“Is”) flows through LED segments 175, and 175,, and again
rises to a predetermined or selected peak current level L.
Using current sensor 115, when the current reaches I, the
controller 120 switches in a next LED segment 175, by turn-
ing on switch 110, turning off switch 110,, and keeping the
remaining switches 110 off, thereby commencing time inter-
val 145;. The controller 120 also measures or otherwise deter-
mines either the duration of the time interval 145, or an
equivalent parameter, such as the line voltage level at which
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1, was reached for this particular series combination LED
segments 175 (which, in this instance, is LED segments 175,
and 175,), and stores the corresponding information in
memory 185, or another register or memory. This interval
information for the selected combination of LED segments
175, whether a time parameter, a voltage parameter, or
another measurable parameter, is also utilized during the
second time quadrant “Q2” 147 for switching corresponding
LED segments 175 out of the series LED 140 current path. As
the rectified AC voltage level increases, this process contin-
ues until all LED segments 175 have been switched into the
series LED 140 current path (i.e., all switches 110 are off and
no LED segments 175 are bypassed), during time interval
145, with all corresponding interval information stored in
memory 185.

Accordingly, as the rectified AC line voltage (V142 in
FIGS. 2 and 3) has increased, the number of LEDs 140 which
are utilized has increased correspondingly, by the switching
in of additional LED segments 175. In this way, LED 140
usage substantially tracks or corresponds to the AC line volt-
age, so that appropriate currents may be maintained through
the LEDs 140 (e.g., within LED device specification), allow-
ing full utilization of the rectified AC line voltage without
complicated energy storage devices and without complicated
power converter devices. This apparatus 100 configuration
and switching methodology thereby provides a higher effi-
ciency, increased LED 140 utilization, and allows use of
many, generally smaller LEDs 140, which also provides
higher efficiency for light output and better heat dissipation
and management. In addition, due to the switching frequency,
changes in output brightness through the switching of LED
segments 175 in or out of the series LED 140 current path is
generally not perceptible to the average human observer.

When there are no balancing resistors, the jump in current
from before switching to after switching, during time quad-
rant “Q1” 146 (with increasing rectified AC voltage), is
(Equation 1):

Al

AN (Viiten
N+ AN( NRd )

where “Vswitch” is the line voltage when switching occurs,
“Rd” is the dynamic impedance of one LED 140, “N” is the
number of LEDs 140 in the series LED 140 current path prior
to the switching in of another LED segment 175, and AN is the
number of additional LEDs 140 which are being switched in
to the series LED 140 current path. A similar equation may be
derived when voltage is decreasing during time quadrant
“Q2” 147. (Of course, the current jump will not cause the
current to become negative, as the diode current will just drop
to zero inthis case.) Equation 1 indicates that the current jump
is decreased by making AN small compared to the number of
conducting LEDs 140 or by having [.LEDs 140 with compara-
tively higher dynamic impedance, or both.

In a representative embodiment, during second time quad-
rant “Q2” 147, as the rectified AC line voltage decreases, the
stored interval, voltage or other parameter information is
utilized to sequentially switch corresponding LED segments
175 out of the series LED 140 current path in reverse order
(e.g., “mirrored”), beginning with all LED segments 175
having been switched into the series LED 140 current path (at
the end of “Q1” 146) and switching out a corresponding LED
segment 175 until one (LED segment 175,) remains in the
series LED 140 current path. Continuing to refer to FIG. 2,
during time interval 148,,, which is the interval following the
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peakor crest ofthe AC cycle, all LED segments 175 have been
switched into the series LED 140 current path (all switches
110 are off and no LED segments 175 are bypassed), current
(“Is”) flows through all LED segments 175, and decreases
from its predetermined or selected peak current level I..
Using the stored interval, voltage or other parameter infor-
mation, such as a corresponding time duration or a voltage
level, when the corresponding amount of time has elapsed or
the rectified AC input voltage has decreased to the stored
voltage level, or other stored parameter level has been
reached, the controller 120 switches out a next LED segment
175,, by turning on switch 110, _,, and keeping the remaining
switches 110 off, thereby commencing time interval 148, ;.
During the time interval 148,,_;, all LED segments 175 other
than LED segment 175,, are still switched into the series LED
140 current path, current Ig flows through these LED seg-
ments 175, and again decreases from its predetermined or
selected peak current level I .. Using the stored interval infor-
mation, also such as a corresponding time duration or a volt-
age level, when the corresponding amount of time has
elapsed, voltage level has been reached, or other stored
parameter level has been reached, the controller 120 switches
out a next LED segment 175, by turning on switch 110,,_,,
turning oft switch 110,,_,, and keeping the remaining switches
110 off, thereby commencing time interval 148, ,. As the
rectified AC voltage level decreases, this process continues
until one LED segment 175, remains in the series LED 140
current path, time interval 148,, and the switching process
may commence again, successively switching additional
LED segments 175 into the series LED 140 current path
during a next first time quadrant “Q1” 146.

As mentioned above, a wide variety of parameters may be
utilized to provide the interval information utilized for
switching control in the second time quadrant “Q2” 147, such
as time duration (which may be in units of time, or units of
device clock cycle counts, etc.), voltage levels, current levels,
and so on. In addition, the interval information used in time
quadrant “Q2” 147 may be the information determined in the
most recent preceding first time quadrant “Q1” 146 or, in
accordance with other representative embodiments, may be
adjusted or modified, as discussed in greater detail below with
reference to FIG. 23, such as to provide increased power
factor correction, changing thresholds as the temperature of
the LEDs 140 may increase during use, digital filtering to
reduce noise, asymmetry in the provided AC line voltage,
unexpected voltage increases or decreases, other voltage
variations in the usual course, and so on. In addition, various
calculations may also be performed, such as time calculations
and estimations, such as whether sufficient time remains in a
given interval for the LED 140 current level to reach I, for
power factor correction purposes, for example. Various other
processes may also occur, such as current limiting in the event
1> may be or is becoming exceeded, or other current manage-
ment, such as for drawing sufficient current for interfacing to
various devices such as dimmer switches.

Additional switching schemes may also be employed in
representative embodiments, in addition to the sequential
switching illustrated in FIG. 2. For example, based upon real
time information, such as a measured increase in rectified AC
voltage levels, additional LED segments 175 may be
switched in, such as jumping from two LED segments 175 to
five LED segments 175, for example and without limitation,
with similar non-sequential switching available to voltage
drops, etc., such that any type of switching, sequential, non-
sequential, and so on, and for any type oflighting effect, such



US 9,055,641 B2

35

as full brightness, dimmed brightness, special effects, and
color temperature, is within the scope of the claimed disclo-
sure.

Another switching variation is illustrated in FIG. 3, such as
for a dimming application. As illustrated, sequential switch-
ing of additional LED segments 175 into the series LED 140
current path during a next first time quadrant “Q1” 146 is not
performed, with various LED segment 175 combinations
skipped. For such an application, the rectified AC input volt-
age may be phase modulated, e.g., no voltage provided during
a first portion or part (e.g., 30-70 degrees) of each half of the
AC cycle, with a more substantial jump in voltage then occur-
ring at that phase (143 in FIG. 3). Instead, during time interval
145, ,, all LED segments 175 other than LED segment 175,
have been switched into the series LED 140 current path, with
the current I increasing to I, comparatively more slowly,
thereby changing the average LED 140 current and reducing
output brightness levels. While not separately illustrated,
similar skipping of LED segments 175 may be performed in
“QQ2” 147, also resulting in decreased output brightness lev-
els. Innumerable different switching combinations which
may be implemented to achieve such brightness dimming, in
addition to that illustrated, and all such variations are within
the scope of the disclosure as claimed, including moditying
the average current value during each interval, or pulse width
modulation during each interval, in addition to the illustrated
switching methodology.

Innumerable different switching interval schemes and cor-
responding switching methods may be implemented within
the scope of the disclosure. For example, a given switching
interval may be predetermined or otherwise determined in
advance for each LED segment 175 individually, and may be
equal or unequal to other switching intervals; switching inter-
vals may be selected or programmed to be equal foreach LED
segment 175; switching intervals may be determined dynami-
cally for each LED segment 175, such as for a desirable or
selected lighting effect; switching intervals may be deter-
mined dynamically for each LED segment 175 based upon
feedback of a measured parameter, such as a voltage or cur-
rent level; switching intervals may be determined dynami-
cally or predetermined to provide an equal current for each
LED segment 175; switching intervals may be determined
dynamically or predetermined to provide an unequal current
for each LED segment 175, such as for a desirable or selected
lighting effect; etc.

It should also be noted that the various representative appa-
ratus embodiments are illustrated as including a rectifier 105,
which is an option but is not required. The representative
embodiments may be implemented using a non-rectified AC
voltage or current. In addition, representative embodiments
may also be constructed using one or more LED segments
175 connected in an opposite polarity (or opposite direction),
or with one set of LED segments 175 connected in a first
polarity (direction) and another set of LED segments 175
connected in a second polarity (an opposing or antiparallel
direction), such that each may receive current during different
halves of a non-rectified AC cycle, for example and without
limitation. Continuing with the example, a first set of LED
segments 175 may be switched (e.g., sequentially or in
another order) to form a first LED 140 current path during a
first half of a non-rectified AC cycle, and a second set of LED
segments 175 arranged in an opposing direction or polarity
may be switched (e.g., sequentially or in another order) to
form a second LED 140 current path during a second half of
a non-rectified AC cycle.

Further continuing with the example, for a non-rectified
AC input voltage, for a first half of the AC cycle, now divided
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into “Q1” 146 and “Q2” 147, during “Q1” 146 as a first part
or portion of the AC voltage interval, various embodiments
may provide for switching a first plurality of segments of light
emitting diodes to form a first series light emitting diode
current path, and during “Q2” 147, as a second part or portion
of the AC voltage interval, switching the first plurality of
segments of light emitting diodes out of the first series light
emitting diode current path. Then, for the second half of the
AC cycle, which may now be correspondingly divided into a
Q3 part or portion and a Q4 part or portion (respectively
identical to “Q1” 146 and “Q2” 147 but having the opposite
polarity), during a third portion Q3 of the AC voltage interval,
various embodiments may provide for switching a second
plurality of segments of light emitting diodes to form a second
series light emitting diode current path having a polarity
opposite the series light emitting diode current path formed in
the first portion of the AC voltage interval, and during a fourth
portion Q4 of the AC voltage interval, switching the second
plurality of segments of light emitting diodes out of the sec-
ond series light emitting diode current path. All such varia-
tions are considered equivalent and within the scope of the
disclosure.

As mentioned above, representative embodiments may
also provide substantial or significant power factor correc-
tion. Referring again to FIG. 2, representative embodiments
may provide that the LED 140 current reaches a peak value
141 at substantially about the same time as the input voltage
level V;,,149. In various embodiments, before switching in a
next segment, such as LED segment 175,,, which may cause a
decrease in current, a determination may be made whether
sufficient time remains in quadrant “Q1” 146 to reach I, if the
next LED segment 175 were switched into the series LED 140
current path. If sufficient time remains in “Q1” 146, the next
LED segment 175 is switched into the series LED 140 current
path, and if not, no additional LED segment 175 is switched
in. Inthe latter case, the LED 140 current may exceed the peak
value 1, (not separately illustrated in FIG. 2), provided the
actual peak LED 140 current is maintained below a corre-
sponding threshold or other specification level, such as to
avoid potential harm to the LEDs 140, or other circuit com-
ponents. Various current limiting circuits, to avoid such
excess current levels, are discussed in greater detail below.

FIG. 4 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a second
representative system 250, a second representative apparatus
200, and a first representative voltage sensor 195A, in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present disclosure. Second
representative system 250 comprises the second representa-
tive apparatus 200 (also referred to equivalently as an off line
AC LED driver) coupled to an alternating current (“AC”) line
102. The second representative apparatus 200 also comprises
a plurality of LEDs 140, a plurality of switches 110 (illus-
trated as MOSFETs, as an example), a controller 120A, a
current sensor 115, a rectifier 105, first current regulators 180
(illustrated as being implemented by operational amplifiers,
as a representative embodiment), complementary switches
111 and 112, and as an option, the first representative voltage
sensor 195A (illustrated as a voltage divider, using resistors
130 and 135) for providing a sensed input voltage level to the
controller 120A. Second current regulators 810, controlled
current sources 815, and other representative implementa-
tions are also illustrated and discussed below with reference
to FIGS. 32-42 and 44-46, which may be utilized equiva-
lently. Also optional, a memory 185 and/or a user interface
190 also may be included as discussed above. For ease of
illustration, a DC power source circuit 125 is not illustrated
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separately in FIG. 4, but may be included in any circuit
location as discussed above and as discussed in greater detail
below.

The second representative system 250 and second repre-
sentative apparatus 200 operate similarly to the first system
50 and first apparatus 100 discussed above as far as the
switching of LED segments 175 in or out of the series LED
140 current path, but utilizes a different feedback mechanism
and a different switching implementation, allowing separate
control over peak current for each set of LED segments 175
(e.g., a first peak current for LED segment 175,; a second
peak current for LED segments 175, and 175,; a third peak
current for LED segments 175,, 175,, and 175;; through an
n” peak current level for all LED segments 175, through
175,). More particularly, feedback of the measured or other-
wise determined current level I from current sensor 115 is
provided to a corresponding inverting terminal of current
regulators 180, illustrated as current regulators 180,, 180,,
180, through 180, implemented as operational amplifiers
which provide current regulation. A desired or selected peak
current level for each corresponding set of LED segments
175, illustrated as 1, 15,5, Ip5 through 1, , is provided by the
controller 120A (via outputs 170,, 170,, 170, through 170,))
to the corresponding non-inverting terminal of current regu-
lators 180. An output of each current regulator 180, 180,
180, through 180, is coupled to a gate of a corresponding
switch 110,, 110,, 110,, through 110,, and in addition,
complementary switches 111 (111, 111,, 111, through
111,) and 112 (112, 112,, 112, through 112,) each have
gates coupled to and controlled by the controller 120A (via
outputs 172,,172,, 172,, through 172, for switches 111 and
via outputs 171,, 171,, 1715, through 171, for switches 112),
thereby providing tri-state control and more fine-grained cur-
rent regulation. A first, linear control mode is provided when
none of the complementary switches 111 and 112 are on and
a switch 110 is controlled by a corresponding current regula-
tor 180, which compares the current I fed back from the
current sensor 115 to the set peak current level provided by
the controller 120, thereby gating the current through the
switch 110 and corresponding set of LED segments 175. A
second, saturated control mode is provided when a comple-
mentary switch 111 is on and the corresponding switch 112 is
off. A third, disabled control mode is provided when a
complementary switch 112 is on and the corresponding
switch 111 is off, such that current does not flow through the
corresponding switch 110. The control provided by second
representative system 250 and second representative appara-
tus 200 allows flexibility in driving corresponding sets of
LED segments 175, with individualized settings for currents
and conduction time, including without limitation skipping a
set of LED segments 175 entirely.

FIG. 5 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a third
representative system 350 and a third representative appara-
tus 300 in accordance with the teachings of the present dis-
closure. Third representative system 350 also comprises the
third representative apparatus 300 (also referred to equiva-
lently as an off-line AC LED driver) coupled to an alternating
current (“AC”) line 102. The third representative apparatus
300 comprises a plurality of LEDs 140, a plurality of switches
110 (illustrated as MOSFETs, as an example), a controller
120B, a current sensor 115, a rectifier 105, and as an option,
a voltage sensor 195 (illustrated as voltage sensor 195A, a
voltage divider, using resistors 130 and 135) for providing a
sensed input voltage level to the controller 120B. Also
optional, a memory 185 and/or a user interface 190 may be
included as discussed above. For ease of illustration, a DC
power source circuit 125 is not illustrated separately in FIG.
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5, but may be included in any circuit location as discussed
above, and as discussed in greater detail below.

Although illustrated with just three switches 110 and three
LED segments 175, this apparatus 300 and system 350 con-
figuration may be easily extended to additional LED seg-
ments 175 or reduced to a fewer number of LED segments
175. In addition, while illustrated with one, two, and four
LEDs 140 in LED segments 175, 175,, and 175, respec-
tively, the number of LEDs 140 in any given LED segment
175 may be higher, lower, equal, or unequal, and all such
variations are within the scope of the disclosure. In this rep-
resentative apparatus 300 and system 350, each switch 110 is
coupled to each corresponding terminal of a corresponding
LED segment 175, i.e., the drain of switch 110, is coupled to
a first terminal of LED segment 175, (at the anode of LED
140,) and the source of switch 110, is coupled to a second
terminal of LED segment 175, (at the cathode of LED 140,);
the drain of switch 110, is coupled to a first terminal of LED
segment 175, (at the anode of LED 140,) and the source of
switch 110, is coupled to a second terminal of LED segment
175, (at the cathode of LED 140,); and the drain of switch
110, is coupled to a first terminal of LED segment 175, (atthe
anode of LED 140,,) and the source of switch 1105 is coupled
to a second terminal of LED segment 175 (at the cathode of
LED 140.). In this circuit configuration, the switches 110
allow for both bypassing a selected LED segment 175 and for
blocking current flow, resulting in seven circuit states using
just three switches 110, rather than seven switches. In addi-
tion, switching intervals may be selected in advance or deter-
mined dynamically to provide any selected usage or work-
load, such as a substantially balanced or equal workload for
each LED segment 175, with each LED segment 175 coupled
into the series LED 140 current path for the same duration
during an AC half-cycle and with each LED segment 175
carrying substantially or approximately the same current.

Table 1 summarizes the different circuit states for the rep-
resentative apparatus 300 and system 350. In Table 1, as a
more general case in which “N” is equal to some integer
number of LEDs 140, LED segment 175, has “1N” number of
LEDs 140, LED segment 175, has “2N” number of LEDs
140, and LED segment 175, has “3N” number of LEDs 140,
with the last column providing the more specific case illus-
trated in FIG. 5 (N=1) in which LED segment 175, has one
LED 140, LED segment 175, has two LEDs 140, and LED

segment 175, has four LEDs 140.
TABLE 1
Total Total
number of number
LEDs 140 of
onwhen  LEDs
Nl=N, 140
Switches  Switches LED segment 175 N2=2N, onfor
State On Off on N3=4N FIG.5
1 110, 1105 110, 175, N 1
2 110,110, 110, 175, 2N 2
3 110, 110,110, 175, +175, 3N 3
4 110,110, 110, 175, aN 4
5110, 110,110, 175, + 175, SN 5
6 110, 110,, 110, 175,+175, 6N 6
7  Nomne 110, 175, +175, + 175, N 7
1105,

110,

In state one, current flows through LED segment 175, (as
switch 110, is off and current is blocked in that bypass path)
and through switches 110,, 110;. In state two, current flows
through switch 110, LED segment 175,, and switch 1105. In
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state three, current flows through LED segment 175,, LED
segment 175,, and switch 1105, and so on, as provided in
Table 1. It should be noted that as described above with
respect to FIGS. 1 and 2, switching intervals and switching
states may be provided for representative apparatus 300 and
system 350 such that as the rectified AC voltage increases,
more LEDs 140 are coupled into the series LED 140 current
path, and as the rectified AC voltage decreases, corresponding
numbers of LEDs 140 are bypassed (switched out of the series
LED 140 current path), with changes in current also capable
of being modeled using Equation 1. It should also be noted
that by varying the number of LED segments 175 and the
number of LEDs 140 within each such LED segment 175 for
representative apparatus 300 and system 350, virtually any
combination and number of LEDs 140 may be switched on
and off for any corresponding lighting effect, circuit param-
eter (e.g., voltage or current level), and so on. It should also be
noted that for this representative configuration, all of the
switches 110 should not be on and conducting at the same
time.

FIG. 6 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fourth
representative system 450 and a fourth representative appa-
ratus 400 in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure. Fourth representative system 450 also comprises
the fourth representative apparatus 400 (also referred to
equivalently as an off line AC LED driver) coupled to an
alternating current (“AC”) line 102. The fourth representative
apparatus 400 also comprises a plurality of LEDs 140, a
plurality of (first or “high side”) switches 110 (illustrated as
MOSFETs, as an example), a controller 120C, a current sen-
sor 115, a rectifier 105, a plurality of (second or “low side™)
switches 210, a plurality of isolation (or blocking) diodes
205, and as an option, a voltage sensor 195 for providing a
sensed input voltage level to the controller 120B. Also
optional, a memory 185 and/or a user interface 190 may be
included as discussed above.

Fourth representative system 450 and fourth representative
apparatus 400 provide for both series and parallel configura-
tions of LED segments 175, in innumerable combinations.
While illustrated in FIG. 6 with four LED segments 175 and
two LEDs 140 in each LED segment 175 for ease of illustra-
tion and explanation, the configuration may be easily
extended to additional LED segments 175 or reduced to a
fewer number of LED segments 175 and that the number of
LEDs 140 in any given LED segment 175 may be higher,
lower, equal, or unequal, and all such variations are within the
scope of the disclosure. For some combinations, however, it
may be desirable to have an even number of LED segments
175.

The (first) switches 110, illustrated as switches 110,, 110,
and 110, are correspondingly coupled to a first LED 140 of
a corresponding LED segment 175 and to an isolation diode
205, as illustrated. The (second) switches 210, illustrated as
switches 210, 210,, and 210, are correspondingly coupled
to alast LED 140 of a corresponding LED segment 175 and
to the current sensor 115 (or, for example, to a ground poten-
tial 117, or to another sensor, or to another node). A gate of
each switch 210 is coupled to a corresponding output 220 of
(and is under the control of) the controller 120C, illustrated as
outputs 220,, 220,, and 220,. In this fourth representative
system 450 and fourth representative apparatus 400, each
switch 110 and 210 performs a current bypass function, such
that when a switch 110 and/or 210 is on and conducting,
current flows through the corresponding switch and bypasses
remaining (or corresponding) one or more LED segments
175.
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In the fourth representative system 450 and fourth repre-
sentative apparatus 400, any of the LED segments 175 may be
controlled individually or in conjunction with other LED
segments 175. For example and without limitation, when
switch 210, is on and the remaining switches 110 and 210 are
off, current is provided to LED segment 175, ; when switches
110, and 210, are on and the remaining switches 110 and 210
are off, current is provided to LED segment 175,; when
switches 110, and 210, are on and the remaining switches 110
and 210 are off, current is provided to LED segment 1755; and
when switch 1105 is on and the remaining switches 110 and
210 are off, current is provided to LED segment 175,.

Also for example and without limitation, any of the LED
segments 175 may be configured in any series combination to
form a series LED 140 current path, such as: when switch
210, is on and the remaining switches 110 and 210 are off,
current is provided to LED segment 175, and LED segment
175, in series; when switch 110, is on and the remaining
switches 110 and 210 are off, current is provided to LED
segment 175; and LED segment 175, in series; when
switches 110, and 210, are on and the remaining switches 110
and 210 are off, current is provided to LED segment 175, and
LED segment 175, in series; and so on.

In addition, a wide variety of parallel and series combina-
tions of LED segments 175 are also available. For example
and also without limitation, when all switches 110 and 210
are on, all LED segments 175 are configured in parallel,
thereby providing a plurality of parallel LED 140 current
paths; when switches 110, and 210, are on and the remaining
switches 110 and 210 are off, LED segment 175, and LED
segment 175, are in series with each other forming a first
series LED 140 current path, LED segment 175, and LED
segment 175, are in series with each other forming a second
series LED 140 current path, and these two series combina-
tions are further in parallel with each other (series combina-
tion of LED segment 175, and LED segment 175, is in par-
allel with series combination LED segment 175; and LED
segment 175,), forming a parallel LED 140 current path
comprising a parallel combination of two series LED 140
current paths; and when all switches 110 and 210 are off, all
LED segments 175 are configured to form one series LED
140 current path, as one string of LEDs 140 connected to the
rectified AC voltage.

It should also be noted that by varying the number of LED
segments 175 and the number of LEDs 140 within each such
LED segment 175 for representative apparatus 400 and sys-
tem 450, virtually any combination and number of LEDs 140
may be switched on and off for any corresponding lighting
effect, circuit parameter (e.g., voltage or current level), and so
on, as discussed above, such as for substantially tracking the
rectified AC voltage level by increasing the number of LEDs
140 coupled in series, parallel, or both, in any combination.

FIG. 7 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fifth
representative system 550 and a fifth representative apparatus
500 in accordance with the teachings of the present disclo-
sure. Fifth representative system 550 and fifth representative
apparatus 500 are structurally similar to and operate substan-
tially similarly to the first representative system 50 and the
first representative apparatus 100, and differ insofar as fifth
representative system 550 and fifth representative apparatus
500 further comprise a (second) sensor 225 (in addition to
current sensor 115), which provides selected feedback to
controller 120D through a controller input 230, and also
comprises a DC power source circuit 125C, to illustrate
another representative circuit location for such a power
source. FIG. 7 also illustrates, generally, an input voltage
sensor 195. An input voltage sensor 195 may also be imple-
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mented as a voltage divider, using resistors 130 and 135. For
this representative embodiment, a DC power source circuit
125C is implemented in series with the last LED segment
175,, and a representative third DC power source circuit
125C is discussed below with reference to FIG. 20.

For example and without limitation, second sensor 225
may be an optical sensor or a thermal sensor. Continuing with
the example, in a representative embodiment in which second
sensor 225 is an optical sensor providing feedback to the
controller 120D concerning light emitted from the LEDs 140,
the plurality of LED segments 175 may be comprised of
different types of LEDs 140 having different light emission
spectra, such as light emission having wavelengths in the red,
green, blue, amber, etc., visible ranges. For example, LED
segment 175, may be comprised of red LEDs 140, LED
segment 175, may be comprised of green LEDs 140, LED
segment 175, may be comprised of blue LEDs 140, another
LED segment 175, ; may be comprised of amber or white
LEDs 140, and so on. Also for example, LED segment 175,
may be comprised of amber or red LEDs 140 while the other
LED segments 175 are comprised of white LEDs, and so on.
As mentioned above, in such representative embodiments,
using feedback from the optical second sensor 225, a plurality
of time periods t, through t, may be determined by the con-
troller 120D for switching current (through switches 110)
which correspond to a desired or selected architectural light-
ing effect such as ambient or output color control (i.e., control
over color temperature), such that current is provided through
corresponding LED segments 175 to provide corresponding
light emissions at corresponding wavelengths, such as red,
green, blue, amber, white, and corresponding combinations
of'such wavelengths (e.g., yellow as a combination of red and
green). Innumerable switching patterns and types of LEDs
140 may be utilized to achieve any selected lighting effect,
any and all of which are within the scope of the disclosure as
claimed.

FIG. 8 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a sixth
representative system 650 and a sixth representative appara-
tus 600 in accordance with the teachings of the present dis-
closure. Sixth representative system 650 comprises the sixth
representative apparatus 600 (also referred to equivalently as
an off line AC LED driver) coupled to an AC line 102. The
sixth representative apparatus 600 also comprises a plurality
of LEDs 140, a plurality of switches 110 (illustrated as MOS-
FETs, as an example), a controller 120E, a current sensor 115,
a rectifier 105, and as an option, a voltage sensor 195 for
providing a sensed input voltage level to the controller 120.
Also optional, a memory 185 and/or a user interface 190 may
be included as discussed above.

As optional components, the sixth representative apparatus
600 further comprises a current limiter circuit 260, 270, or
280, and may also comprise an interface circuit 240, a voltage
sensor 195, and a temperature protection circuit 290. The
current limiter circuit 260, 270, or 280 is utilized to prevent a
potentially large increase in LED 140 current, such as if the
rectified AC voltage becomes unusually high while a plurality
of LEDs 140 are switched into the series LED 140 current
path. The current limiter circuit 260, 270, or 280 may be
active, under the control of controller 120E and possibly
having a bias or operational voltage, or may be passive and
independent of the controller 120E and having any bias or
operational voltage. While three locations and several differ-
ent embodiments of current limiting circuits 260, 270, or 280
are illustrated, it should be understood that only one of the
current limiter circuits 260, 270, or 280 is selected for any
given device implementation. The current limiter circuit 260
is located on the “low side” of the sixth representative appa-
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ratus 600, between the current sensor 115 (node 134) and the
sources of switches 110 (also a cathode of the last LED 140, )
(node 132); equivalently, such a current limiter circuit 260
may also be located between the current sensor 115 and
ground potential 117 (or the return path of the rectifier 105).
As an alternative, the current limiter circuit 280 is located on
the “high side” of the sixth representative apparatus 600,
between node 131 and the anode of the first LED 140, ofthe
series LED 140 current path. As another alternative, the cur-
rent limiter circuit 270 may be utilized between the “high
side” and the “low side” of the sixth representative apparatus
600, coupled between the top rail (node 131) and the ground
potential 117 (or the low or high (node 134) side of current
sensor 115, or another circuit node, including node 131). The
current limiter circuits 260, 270, and 280 may be imple-
mented in a wide variety of configurations and may be pro-
vided in a wide variety of locations within the sixth represen-
tative apparatus 600 (or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200,
300, 400, 500, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), with
several representative current limiter circuits 260, 270, and
280 illustrated and discussed with reference to FIGS. 9-12.

The interface circuit 240 is utilized to provide backwards
(or retro-) compatibility with switches, such as a dimmer
switch 285 which may provide a phase modulated dimming
control and may include a minimum holding or latching cur-
rent for proper operation. Under various circumstances and at
different times during the AC cycle, one or more of the LEDs
140 may or may not be drawing such a minimum holding or
latching current, which may result in improper operation of
such a dimmer switch 285. Because a device manufacturer
generally will not know in advance whether a lighting device
such as sixth representative apparatus 600 will be utilized
with a dimmer switch 285, an interface circuit 240 may be
included in the lighting device. Representative interface cir-
cuits 240 will generally monitor the LED 140 current and, if
less than a predetermined threshold (e.g., 50 mA), will draw
more current through the sixth representative apparatus 600
(or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 700,
800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300). Representative interface
circuits 240 may be implemented in a wide variety of con-
figurations and may be provided in a wide variety of locations
within the sixth representative apparatus 600 (or any of the
other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 700, 800, 900,
1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), with several representative inter-
face circuits 240 illustrated and discussed with reference to
FIGS. 13-17.

The voltage sensor 195 is utilized to sense an input voltage
level of the rectified AC voltage from the rectifier 105. The
representative input voltage sensor 195 may also be imple-
mented as a voltage divider, using resistors 130 and 135, as
discussed above. The voltage sensor 195 may be imple-
mented in a wide variety of configurations and may be pro-
vided in a wide variety of locations within the sixth represen-
tative apparatus 600 (or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200,
300, 400, 500, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), in
addition to the previously illustrated voltage divider, with all
such configurations and locations considered equivalent and
within the scope of the disclosure as claimed.

The temperature protection circuit 290 is utilized to detect
an increase in temperature over a predetermined threshold,
and if such a temperature increase has occurred, to decrease
the LED 140 current and thereby serves to provide some
degree of protection of the representative apparatus 600 from
potential temperature-related damage. Representative tem-
perature protection circuits 290 may be implemented in a
wide variety of configurations and may be provided in a wide
variety of locations within the sixth representative apparatus
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600 (or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500,
700,800, 900,1000,1100,1200,1300), with a representative
temperature protection circuit 290A illustrated and discussed
with reference to FIG. 11.

FIG. 9 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a first
representative current limiter 260A in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. Representative current
limiter 260A is implemented on the “low side” of the sixth
representative apparatus 600 (or any of the other apparatuses
100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200,
1300), between nodes 134 and 132, and is an “active” current
limiting circuit. A predetermined or dynamically determined
first threshold current level (“1,4;,”) (e.g., a high or maximum
current level for a selected specification) is provided by con-
troller 120E (output 265) to a non-inverting terminal of error
amplifier 181, which compares the threshold current I, (as
a corresponding voltage) to the current I (also as a corre-
sponding voltage) through the LEDs 140 (from current sensor
115). When current I through the LEDs 140 is less than the
threshold current 1., the output of the error amplifier 181
increases and is high enough to maintain the switch 114 (also
referred to as a pass element) in an on state and allowing
current I to flow. When current I through the LEDs 140 has
increased to be greater than the threshold current 1., the
output of the error amplifier 181 decreases in a linear mode,
controlling (or gating) the switch 114 in a linear mode and
providing for a reduced level of current I to flow.

FIG. 10 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a second
representative current limiter 270A in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. The representative cur-
rent limiter 270A is implemented between the “high side”
(node 131) and the “low side” of sixth representative appara-
tus 600 (or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400,
500,700, 800,900,1000,1100,1200,1300), at node 117 (the
low side of current sensor 115) and at node 132 (the cathode
of the last series-connected LED 140,), and is a “passive”
current limiting circuit. First resistor 271 and second resistor
272 are coupled in series to form a bias network coupled
between node 131 (e.g., the positive terminal of rectifier 105)
and the gate of switch 116 (also referred to as a pass element),
and during typical operation biases the switch 116 in a con-
duction mode. An NPN transistor 274 is coupled at its col-
lector to second resistor 272 and coupled across its base-
emitter junction to current sensor 115. In the event a voltage
drop across the current sensor 115 (e.g., resistor 165) reaches
a breakdown voltage of the base-emitter junction of transistor
274, the transistor 274 starts conducting, controlling (or gat-
ing) the switch 116 in a linear mode and providing for a
reduced level of current I to flow. It should be noted that this
second representative current limiter 270A may not include
any operational (bias) voltage for operation. Zener diode 273
serves to limit the gate-to-source voltage of transistor (FET)
116.

FIG. 11 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a third
representative current limiter circuit 270B and a temperature
protection circuit 290A in accordance with the teachings of
the present disclosure. The representative current limiter
270B also is implemented between the “high side” (node 131)
and the “low side” of sixth representative apparatus 600 (or
any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 700,
800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), at node 117 (the low side
of current sensor 115), at node 134 (the high side of current
sensor 115), and at node 132 (the cathode of the last series-
connected LED 140,), and is a “passive” current limiting
circuit. The third representative current limiter 270B com-
prises resistor 283, zener diode 287, and two switches or
transistors, illustrated as transistor (FET) 291 and NPN bipo-
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lar junction transistor (BJT) 293. In operation, transistor
(FET) 291 is usually on and conducting LED 140 current
(between nodes 132 and 134), with a bias provided by resistor
283 and zener diode 287. A voltage across current sensor 115
(between nodes 134 and 117) biases the base emitter junction
of transistor 293, and in the event that LED 140 current
exceeds the predetermined limit, this voltage will be high
enough to turn on transistor 293, which will pull node 288
(and the gate of transistor (FET) 291) toward a ground poten-
tial, and decrease the conduction through transistor (FET)
291, thereby limiting the LED 140 current. Zener diode 287
serves to limit the gate-to-source voltage of transistor (FET)
291.

The representative temperature protection circuit 290A
comprises first resistor 281 and second, temperature-depen-
dent resistor 282 configured as a voltage divider; zener diodes
289 and 287; and two switches or transistors, illustrated as
FETs 292 and 291. As operating temperature increases, the
resistance of resistor 282 increases, increasing the voltage
applied to the gate of transistor (FET) 292, which also will
pull node 288 (and the gate of transistor (FET) 291) toward a
ground potential, and decrease the conduction through tran-
sistor (FET) 291, thereby limiting the LED 140 current. Zener
diode 289 also serves to limit the gate-to-source voltage of
transistor (FET) 292.

FIG. 12 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fourth
representative current limiter 280A in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. The current limiter circuit
280A is located on the “high side” of the sixth representative
apparatus 600 (or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300,
400, 500, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), between
node 131 and the anode of the first LED 140, of the series
LED 140 current path, and is further coupled to node 134 (the
high side of current sensor 115). The fourth representative
current limiter 280A comprises a second current sensor,
implemented as a resistor 301; zener diode 306; and two
switches or transistors, illustrated as transistor (P-type FET)
308 and transistor (PNP BJT) 309 (and optional second resis-
tor 302, coupled to node 134 (the high side of current sensor
115)). A voltage across second current sensor 301 biases the
emitter-base junction of transistor 309, and in the event that
LED 140 current exceeds a predetermined limit, this voltage
will be high enough to turn on transistor 309, which will pull
node 307 (and the gate of transistor (FET) 308) toward a
higher voltage, and decrease the conduction through transis-
tor (FET) 308, thereby limiting the LED 140 current. Zener
diode 306 serves to limit the gate-to-source voltage of tran-
sistor (FET) 308.

As mentioned above, an interface circuit 240 is utilized to
provide backwards (or retro-) compatibility with switches,
such as a dimmer switch 285, which may provide a phase
modulated dimming control and may include a minimum
holding or latching current for proper operation. Representa-
tive interface circuits 240 may be implemented in a wide
variety of configurations and may be provided in a wide
variety of locations within the representative apparatuses
100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100,
1200, 1300, including those illustrated and discussed below.

FIG. 13 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a first
representative interface circuit 240A in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. Representative interface
circuit 240A is implemented between the “high side” (node
131) and the “low side” of sixth representative apparatus 600
(or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 700,
800,900,1000,1100,1200,1300), at node 134 (the high side
of current sensor 115) or at another low side node 132. The
first representative interface circuit 240A comprises first and
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second switches 118 and 119, and error amplifier (or com-
parator) 183. A pass element illustrated as the switch (FET)
119 is coupled to an additional one or more LEDs 140 (which
are in parallel to the series LED 140 current path), illustrated
as LEDs 140, through 140,,,, to provide useful light output
and avoid ineffective power losses in the switch 119 when it
is conducting. A predetermined or dynamically determined
second threshold current level (“l,”) (e.g., a minimum
holding or latching current level for a dimmer switch 285) is
provided by controller 120E (output 275) to a non-inverting
terminal of error amplifier (or comparator) 183, which com-
pares the threshold current I, (as a corresponding voltage)
to the current level I (also as a corresponding voltage)
through the LEDs 140 (from current sensor 115). The con-
troller 120E also receives information of the current level I
(e.g., as a voltage level) from current sensor 115. When cur-
rent [ through the LEDs 140 is greater than the threshold
current I ,,, such as a minimum holding or latching current,
the controller 120E turns on switch 118 (connected to the gate
of switch 119), effectively turning the switch 119 off and
disabling the current sinking capability of the first represen-
tative interface circuit 240A, so that the first representative
interface circuit 240A does not draw any additional current.
When current I through the LEDs 140 is less than the thresh-
old current 1,4, such as being less than a minimum holding
or latching current, the controller 120E turns oft switch 118,
and switch 119 is operated in a linear mode by the output of
the error amplifier (or comparator) 183, which allows addi-
tional current I to flow through LEDs 140, through 140,
and switch 119.

FIG. 14 is a circuit diagram illustrating a second represen-
tative interface circuit 240B in accordance with the teachings
of the present disclosure. Representative interface circuit
240B is implemented between the “high side” (node 131) and
the “low side” of sixth representative apparatus 600 (or any of
the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 700, 800, 900,
1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), such as coupled across current
sensor 115 (implemented as a resistor 165) at nodes 134 and
117. The second representative interface circuit 240B com-
prises first and second resistors 316, 317; zener diode 311 (to
clamp the gate voltage of transistor 319); and two switches or
transistors, illustrated as N-type FET 319 and transistor (NPN
BJT) 314. When current I through the LEDs 140 is greater
than the threshold current I ;,, such as a minimum holding or
latching current, a voltage is generated across current sensor
115 (implemented as a resistor 165), which biases the base-
emitter junction of transistor 314, turning or maintaining the
transistor 314 on and conducting, which pulls node 318 to the
voltage of node 117, which in this case is a ground potential,
effectively turning or maintaining transistor 319 off and not
conducting, disabling the current sinking capability of the
second representative interface circuit 240B, so that it does
not draw any additional current. When current I through the
LEDs 140 is less than the threshold current I -, such as being
less than a minimum holding or latching current, the voltage
generated across current sensor 115 (implemented as a resis-
tor 165) is insufficient to bias the base-emitter junction of
transistor 314 and cannot turn or maintain the transistor 314 in
an on and conducting state. A voltage generated across first
resistor 316 pulls node 318 up to a high voltage, turning on
transistor 319, which allows additional current I to flow
through second resistor 317 and transistor 319.

FIG. 15 is a circuit diagram illustrating a third representa-
tive interface circuit 240C in accordance with the teachings of
the present disclosure. Representative interface circuit 240C
may be configured and located as described above for second
representative interface circuit 240B, and comprises an addi-
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tional resistor 333 and blocking diode 336, to prevent a poten-
tial discharge path through diode 311 and avoid allowing
current paths which do not go through current sensor 115
(implemented as a resistor 165).

FIG. 16 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fourth
representative interface circuit 240D in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. Representative interface
circuit 240D is also implemented between the “high side”
(node 131) and the “low side” of sixth representative appara-
tus 600 (or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400,
500,700, 800,900,1000,1100,1200,1300), such as coupled
across current sensor 115 (implemented as a resistor 165) at
nodes 134 and 117. The fourth representative interface circuit
240D comprises first, second, and third resistors 321, 322,
and 323; zener diode 324 (to clamp the gate voltage of tran-
sistor 328); blocking diode 326; operational amplifier (“op
amp”) 325 and two switches or transistors, illustrated as
N-type FET 328 and NPN BJT 329. Op amp 325 amplifies a
voltage difference generated across current sensor 115
(implemented as the resistor 165), and allows use of the
current sensor 115 which has a comparatively low impedance
or resistance. When current I through the LEDs 140 is
greater than the threshold current I,,,,, such as a minimum
holding or latching current, this amplified voltage (which
biases the base-emitter junction of transistor 329), turns or
maintains the transistor 329 on and conducting, which pulls
node 327 to the voltage of node 117, which in this case is a
ground potential, effectively turning or maintaining transistor
328 off and not conducting, disabling the current sinking
capability of the second representative interface circuit 240C,
so that it does not draw any additional current. When current
I through the LEDs 140 is less than the threshold current
g5, such as being less than a minimum holding or latching
current, the amplified voltage is insufficient to bias the base-
emitter junction of transistor 329 and cannot turn or maintain
the transistor 329 in an on and conducting state. A voltage
generated across resistor 321 pulls node 327 up to a high
voltage, turning on transistor 328, which allows additional
current I to flow through resistor 322 and transistor 328.

FIG. 17 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fifth
representative interface circuit 240E in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. Representative interface
circuit 240E may be configured and located as described
above for fourth representative interface circuit 240D, and
comprises an additional resistor 341 and a switch 351 (con-
trolled by controller 120). For this fifth representative inter-
face circuit 240E, the various LED segments 175 are also
utilized to draw sufficient current, such that the current I
through the LEDs 140 is greater than or equal to the threshold
current 1,,,,. In operation, the LED 140 peak current (I,) is
greater than the threshold current 1., by a significant or
reasonable margin, such as 2-3 times the threshold current
1z- As LED segments 175 are switched into the series LED
140 current path, however, initially the LED 140 current may
be less than the threshold current 1,4,,. Accordingly, when
LED segment 175, (without any of the remaining LED seg-
ments 175) is initially conducting and has a current less than
the threshold current 1, the controller 120 closes switch
351, and allows transistor 328 to source additional current
through resistor 322, until the LED 140 current is greater than
threshold current I ,,, and transistor 329 pulls node 327 back
to a low potential. Thereafter, the controller maintains the
switch 351 in an open position, and LED segment 175, pro-
vides for sufficient current to be maintained through the LED
segments 175.

Accordingly, to avoid the level of the LED 140 current
falling below the threshold current 1,4, as a next LED seg-
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ment 175 is switched into the series LED 140 current path,
when such a next LED segment 175 is being switched into the
series LED 140 current path, such as LED segment 175,, the
controller 120 allows two switches 110 to be on and conduct-
ing, in this case both switches 110, and 110,, allowing suffi-
cient LED 140 current to continue to flow through LED
segment 175, while current increases in LED segment 175,.
When sufficient current is also flowing through LED segment
175,, switch 110, is turned off with only switch 110, remain-
ing on, and the process continues for each remaining LED
segment 175. For example, when such a next LED segment
175 is being switched into the series LED 140 current path,
such as LED segment 175, the controller 120 also allows two
switches 110 to be on and conducting, in this case both
switches 110, and 1105, allowing sufficient LED 140 current
to continue to flow through LED segment 175, while current
increases in LED segment 175,.

Not separately illustrated, another type of interface circuit
240 which may be utilized may be implemented as a constant
current source, which draws a current which is greater than or
equal to the threshold current 1,4, such as a minimum hold-
ing or latching current, regardless of the current I s through the
LEDs 140.

FIG. 18 is a circuit diagram illustrating a first representa-
tive DC power source circuit 125A in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. As mentioned above,
representative DC power source circuits 125 may be utilized
to provide DC power, such as Vcc, for use by other compo-
nents within representative apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400,
500, 600, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300. Represen-
tative DC power source circuits 125 may be implemented in
a wide variety of configurations, and may be provided in a
wide variety of locations within the sixth representative appa-
ratus 600 (or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400,
500, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), in addition to
the various configurations illustrated and discussed herein,
any and all of which are considered equivalent and within the
scope of the disclosure as claimed.

Representative DC power source circuit 125A is imple-
mented between the “high side” (node 131) and the “low
side” of sixth representative apparatus 600 (or any of the other
apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 700, 800, 900, 1000,
1100, 1200, 1300), such as at node 134 (the high side of
current sensor 115) or at another low side node 132 or 117.
Representative DC power source circuit 125A comprises a
plurality of LEDs 140, illustrated as LEDs 140 ,, 140 ,,
through 140, _, a plurality of diodes 361, 362, and 363, one or
more capacitors 364 and 365, and an optional switch 367
(controlled by controller 120). When the rectified AC voltage
(from rectifier 105) is increasing, current is provided through
diode 361, which charges capacitor 365, through LEDs 140,
through 140, . and through diode 362, which charges capaci-
tor 364. The output voltage Vcc is provided at node 366 (i.e.,
at capacitor 364). LEDs 140, through 140 _ are selected to
provide a substantially stable or predetermined voltage drop,
such as 18V, and to provide another source of light emission.
When the rectified AC voltage (from rectifier 105) is decreas-
ing, capacitor 365 may have a comparatively higher voltage
and may discharge through LEDs 140 , through 140,,,, also
providing another source of light emission and utilizing
energy for light emission which might otherwise be dissi-
pated, serving to increase light output efficiency. In the event
the output voltage Vec becomes higher than a predetermined
voltage level or threshold, overvoltage protection may be
provided by the controller 120, which may close switch 367
to reduce the voltage level.
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FIG. 19 is a circuit diagram illustrating a second represen-
tative DC power source circuit 125B in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. Representative DC power
source circuit 125B is also implemented between the “high
side” (node 131) and the “low side” of sixth representative
apparatus 600 (or any of the other apparatuses 100, 200, 300,
400, 500, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300), such as at
node 134 (the high side of current sensor 115) or at another
low side node 132 or 117. Representative DC power source
circuit 125B comprises a switch or transistor (illustrated as an
N-type MOSFET) 374, resistor 371, diode 373, zener diode
372, capacitor 376, and an optional switch 377 (controlled by
controller 120). Switch or transistor (MOSFET) 374 is biased
to be conductive by a voltage generated across resistor 371
(and clamped by zener diode 372), such that current is pro-
vided through diode 373, which charges capacitor 376. The
output voltage Vcc is provided at node 378 (i.e., at capacitor
376). In the event the output voltage Vce becomes higher than
a predetermined voltage level or threshold, overvoltage pro-
tection also may be provided by the controller 120, which
may close switch 377 to reduce the voltage level.

FIG. 20 is a circuit diagram illustrating a third representa-
tive DC power source circuit 125C in accordance with the
teachings of the present disclosure. Representative DC power
source circuit 125C is implemented in series with the last
LED segment 175,, as discussed above with reference to FIG.
5. Representative DC power source circuit 125C comprises a
switch or transistor (illustrated as an N-type MOSFET) 381,
comparator (or error amplifier) 382, isolation diode 386,
capacitor 385, resistors 383 and 384 (configured as a voltage
divider), and zener diode 387, and uses a reference voltage
V zer provided by controller 120. During operation, current
flows through isolation diode 386 and charges capacitor 385,
with the output voltage Vcc provided at node 388 (capacitor
385), with zener diode 387 serving to damp transients and
avoid overflow of capacitor 385 at start up, and should gen-
erally have a current rating to match the maximum LED 140
current. The resistors 383 and 384, configured as a voltage
divider, are utilized to sense the output voltage Vcc for use by
the comparator 382. When the output voltage Vcc is less than
apredetermined level (corresponding to the reference voltage
V zzr provided by controller 120), the comparator 382 turns
transistor (or switch) 381 off, such that most of the LED 140
current charges capacitor 385. When the output voltage Vec
reaches the predetermined level (corresponding to the refer-
ence voltage V), the comparator 382 will turn on transistor
(or switch) 381, allowing the LED 140 current to bypass
capacitor 385. As the capacitor 385 provides the energy for
the bias source (output voltage Vcc), it is configured to dis-
charge at a rate substantially less than the charging rate. In
addition, as at various times the transistor (or switch) 381 is
switched off to start a new cycle, comparator 382 is also
configured with some hysteresis, to avoid high frequency
switching, and the AC ripple across the capacitor 385 is
diminished by the value of the capacitance and the hysteresis
of the comparator 382.

FIG. 21 is a block diagram illustrating a representative
controller 120F in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure. Representative controller 120F comprises
a digital logic circuit 460, a plurality of switch driver circuits
405, analog-to-digital (“A/D”) converters 410 and 415, and
optionally may also include a memory circuit 465 (e.g., in
addition to or in lieu of a memory 185), a dimmer control
circuit 420, a comparator 425, sync (synchronous) signal
generator 430, a Vce generator 435 (when another DC power
circuit is not provided elsewhere), a power on reset circuit
445, an under-voltage detector 450, an over-voltage detector
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455, and a clock 440 (which may also be provided off-chip or
in other circuitry). Not separately illustrated, additional com-
ponents (e.g., a charge pump) may be utilized to power the
switch driver circuits 405, which may be implemented as
buffer circuits, for example. The various optional components
may be implemented, such as power on reset circuit 445, Vce
generator 435, under-voltage detector 450, and over-voltage
detector 455, such as in addition to or in lieu of the other DC
power generation, protection and limiting circuitry discussed
above.

A/D converter 410 is coupled to a current sensor 115 to
receive a parameter measurement (e.g., a voltage level) cor-
responding to the LED 140 current, and converts it into a
digital value, for use by the digital logic circuit 460 in deter-
mining, among other things, whether the LED 140 current has
reached a predetermined peak value I .. A/D converter 415 is
coupled to an input voltage sensor 195 to receive a parameter
measurement (e.g., a voltage level) corresponding to the rec-
tified AC input voltage V ,,, and converts it into a digital value,
also for use by the digital logic circuit 460 in determining,
among other things, when to switch LED segments 175 in or
out of the series LED 140 current path, as discussed above.
The memory 465 (or memory 185)is utilized to store interval,
voltage, or other parameter information used for determining
the switching of the LED segments 175 during “Q2” 147.
Using the digital input values for LED 140 current, the recti-
fied AC input voltage V,, and/or time interval information
(via clock 440), digital logic circuit 460 provides control for
the plurality of switch driver circuits 405 (illustrated as switch
driver circuits 405,, 405,, 405, through 405, , corresponding
to each switch 110, 210, or any of the various other switches
under the control of a controller 120F), to control the switch-
ing of the various LED segments 175 in or out of the series
LED 140 current path (or in or out of the various parallel
paths) as discussed above, such as to substantially track V ,,or
to provide a desired lighting effect (e.g., dimming or color
temperature control), and as discussed below with reference
to FIG. 23.

For example, as mentioned above for a first methodology,
the controller 120F (using comparator 425, sync signal gen-
erator 430, and digital logic circuit 460) may determine the
commencement of quadrant “Q1” 146 and provide a corre-
sponding sync signal (or sync pulse), when the rectified AC
input voltage V. is about or substantially close to zero (what
might otherwise be a zero crossing from negative to positive
or vice-versa for a non-rectified AC input voltage) (illustrated
as 144 in FIGS. 2 and 3, which may be referred to herein
equivalently as a substantially zero voltage or a zero cross-
ing), and may store a corresponding clock cycle count or time
value in memory 465 (or memory 185). During quadrant
“QQ1” 146, the controller 120F (using digital logic circuit 460)
may store in memory 465 (or memory 185) a digital value for
the rectified AC input voltage V,, occurring when the LED
140 current has reached a predetermined peak value I, for one
or more LED segments 175 in the series LED 140 current
path, and provide corresponding signals to the plurality of
switch driver circuits 405 to control the switching in of a next
LED segment 175, and repeating these measurements and
information storage for the successive switching in of each
LED segment 175. Accordingly, a voltage level is stored that
corresponds to the highest voltage level for the current (or
first) set of LED segments 175 prior to switching in the next
LED segment 175 which is also substantially equal to the
lowest voltage level for the set of LED segments 175 that
includes the switched in next LED segment 175 (to form a
second set of LED segments 175). During quadrant “Q2 147,
as the rectified AC input voltage V,,, is decreasing, the LED
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140 current is decreasing from the predetermined peak value
1, for a given set of LED segments 175, followed by the LED
140 current rising back up to the predetermined peak value I,
as each LED segment 175 is successively switched out of the
series LED 140 current path. Accordingly, during quadrant
“QQ2” 147, the controller 120F (using digital logic circuit 460)
may retrieve from memory 465 (or memory 185) a digital
value for the rectified AC input voltage V ;,, which occurred
when the LED 140 current previously reached a predeter-
mined peak value I, for the first set of LED segments 175,
which corresponds to the lowest voltage level for the second
set of LED segments 175, and provide corresponding signals
to the plurality of switch driver circuits 405 to control the
switching out of an LED segment 175 from the second set of
LED segments 175, such that the first set of LED segments
175 is now connected and the LED 140 current returns to the
predetermined peak value I at that voltage level, and repeat-
ing these measurements and information retrieval for the
successive switching out of each LED segment 175.

Also for example, as mentioned above for a second, time-
based methodology, the controller 120F (using comparator
425, sync signal generator 430, and digital logic circuit 460)
also may determine the commencement of quadrant “Q1”
146 and provide a corresponding sync signal, when the rec-
tified AC input voltage V;,, is about or substantially close to
zero, and may store a corresponding clock cycle count or time
value in memory 465 (or memory 185). During quadrant
“QQ1” 146, the controller 120F (using digital logic circuit 460)
may store in memory 465 (or memory 185) a digital value for
the time (e.g., clock cycle count) at which or when the LED
140 current has reached a predetermined peak value I, for one
or more LED segments 175 in the series LED 140 current
path, and provide corresponding signals to the plurality of
switch driver circuits 405 to control the switching in of a next
LED segment 175, and repeating these measurements, time
counts, and information storage for the successive switching
in of each LED segment 175. The controller 120F (using
digital logic circuit 460) may further calculate and store cor-
responding interval information, such as the duration of time
following switching (number of clock cycles or time interval)
it has taken for a given set of LED segments 175 to reach I,
such as by subtracting a clock count at the switching from the
clock count when I has been reached. Accordingly, time and
interval information is stored that corresponds to the switch-
ing time for a given (first) set of LED segments 175 and the
time at which the given (first) set of LED segments 175 has
reached I, the latter of which corresponds to the switching
time for the next (second) set of LED segments. During
quadrant “Q2” 147, as the rectified AC input voltage V,; is
decreasing, the LED 140 current is decreasing from the pre-
determined peak value I, for a given set of LED segments
175, followed by the LED 140 current rising back up to the
predetermined peak value 1, as each LED segment 175 is
successively switched out of the series LED 140 current path.
Accordingly, during quadrant “Q2” 147, the controller 120F
(using digital logic circuit 460) may retrieve from memory
465 (or memory 185) corresponding interval information,
calculate a time or clock cycle count at which a next LED
segment 175 should be switched out of the series LED 140
current path, and provide corresponding signals to the plural-
ity of switch driver circuits 405 to control the switching out of
an LED segment 175 from the second set of LED segments
175, such that the first set of LED segments 175 is now
connected and the LED 140 current returns to the predeter-
mined peak value I, and repeating these measurements, cal-
culations, and information retrieval for the successive switch-
ing out of each LED segment 175.
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For both the representative voltage-based and time-based
methodologies, the controller 120F (using digital logic circuit
460) may implement power factor correction. As mentioned
above, with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3, when the rectified AC
input voltage V , reaches a peak value 149 at the end of “Q1”
146, it may be desirable for the LED 140 current to also reach
a predetermined peak value I, substantially concurrently, for
power efficiency. Accordingly, the controller 120F (using
digital logic circuit 460) may determine, before switching in
anext segment, such as LED segment 175,, which may cause
a decrease in current, whether sufficient time remains in “Q1”
146 for a next set of LED segments 175 to reach I, if that
segment (e.g., LED segment 175,,) were switched in when the
current set of LED segments 175 reach 1. If sufficient time
remains in “Q1” 146 as calculated by the controller 120F
(using digital logic circuit 460), the controller 120F will
generate the corresponding signals to the plurality of switch
driver circuits 405 such that the next LED segment 175 is
switched into the series LED 140 current path, and if not, no
additional LED segment 175 is switched in. In the latter case,
the LED 140 current may exceed the peak value I, (not
separately illustrated in FIG. 2), provided the actual peak
LED 140 current is maintained below a corresponding thresh-
old or other specification level, such as to avoid potential
harm to the LEDs 140 or other circuit components, which also
may be limited by the various current limiting circuits, to
avoid such excess current levels, as discussed above.

The controller 120F may also be implemented to be adap-
tive, with the time, interval, voltage, and other parameters
utilized in “Q2” 147 generally based on the most recent set of
measurements and determinations made in the previous “Q1”
146. Accordingly, as an LED segment 175 is switched out of
the series LED 140 current path, in the event the LED 140
current increases too much, such as exceeding the predeter-
mined peak value I, or exceeding it by a predetermined mar-
gin, that LED segment 175 is switched back into the series
LED 140 current path, to return the LED 140 current back to
a level below 1, or below I, plus the predetermined margin.
Substantially concurrently, the controller 120F (using digital
logic circuit 460) will adjust the time, interval, voltage or
other parameter information, such as to increase (increment)
the time interval or decrease (decrement) the voltage level at
which that LED segment 175 will be switched out of the
series LED 140 current path for use in the next “Q2” 147.

In a representative embodiment, then, the controller 120F
may sense the rectified AC voltage V,, and create synchroni-
zation pulses corresponding to the rectified AC voltage V
being substantially zero (or a zero crossing). The controller
120F (using digital logic circuit 460) may measure or calcu-
late the time between two synchronization pulses (the recti-
fied period, approximately or generally related to the inverse
of twice the utility line frequency), and then divide the recti-
fied period by two, to determine the duration of each quadrant
“QQ1” 146 and “Q2” 147, and the approximate point at which
“QQ1” 146 will end. For an embodiment which does not nec-
essarily switch LED segments 175 when I is reached, the
quadrants may be divided into approximately or substantially
equal intervals corresponding to the number “n” of LED
segments 175, such that each switching interval is substan-
tially the same. During “Q1” 146, the controller 120F will
then generate the corresponding signals to the plurality of
switch driver circuits 405 such that successive LED segments
175 are switched into the series LED 140 current path for the
corresponding interval, and for “Q2” 147, the controller 120
will then generate the corresponding signals to the plurality of
switch driver circuits 405 such that successive LED segments
175 are switched out of the series LED 140 current path for
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the corresponding interval, in the reverse (or mirror) order, as
discussed above, with a new “Q1” 146 commencing at the
next synchronization pulse.

In addition to creating or assigning substantially equal
intervals corresponding to the number “n” of LED segments
175, there are a wide variety of other ways to assign such
intervals, any and all of which are within the scope of the
disclosure as claimed, for example and without limitation,
unequal interval periods for various LED segments 175 to
achieve any desired lighting effect; dynamic assignment
using current or voltage feedback, as described above; pro-
viding for substantially equal current for each LED segment
175, such that each segment is generally utilized about
equally; or providing for unequal current for each LED seg-
ment 175 to achieve any desired lighting effect, or to improve
AC line performance or efficiency.

Other dimming methodologies are also within the scope of
the disclosure as claimed. As may be apparent from FIG. 3,
using the rectified AC voltage V ,, being substantially zero (or
a zero crossing) to determine the durations of the quadrants
“QQ17 146 and “Q2” 147 will be different in a phase modulated
dimming situation, which chops or eliminates a first portion
of the rectified AC voltage V,,. Accordingly, the time
between successive synchronization pulses (zero crossings)
may be compared with values stored in memory 465 (or
memory 185), such as 10 ms for a 50 Hz AC line or 8.36 ms
for a 60 Hz AC line. When the time between successive
synchronization pulses (zero crossings) is about or substan-
tially the same as the relevant or selected values stored in
memory 465 (or memory 185) (within a predetermined vari-
ance), a typical, non-dimming application is indicated, and
operations may proceed as previously discussed. When the
time between successive synchronization pulses (zero cross-
ings) is less than the relevant or selected values stored in
memory 465 (or memory 185) (plus or minus a predeter-
mined variance or threshold), a dimming application is indi-
cated. Based on this comparison or difference between the
time between successive synchronization pulses (zero cross-
ings) and the relevant or selected values stored in memory 465
(or memory 185), a corresponding switching sequence of the
LED segments 175 may be determined or retrieved from
memory 465 (or memory 185). For example, the comparison
may indicate a 45 phase modulation, which then may indicate
how many intervals should be skipped, as illustrated in and as
discussed above with reference to FIG. 3. As another alterna-
tive, a complete set of LED segments 175 may be switched
into the series LED 140 current path, with any dimming
provided directly by the selected phase modulation.

Itshould also be noted that various types of LEDs 140, such
as high brightness LEDs, may be described rather insightfully
for such dimming applications. More particularly, an LED
may be selected to have the characteristic that its voltage
changes more than 2:1 (if possible) as its LED current varies
from zero to its allowable maximum current, allowing dim-
ming of a lighting device by phase modulation of the AC line.
Assuming that “N” LEDs are conducting, the rectified AC
voltage V;,, is rising, and that the next LED segment 175 is
switched into the series LED 140 current path when the
current reaches 1, then the voltage immediately before the
switching is (Equation 2):

Viep=Vin=N(Vep=lp*R )

where we use the fact that the LED is modeled as a voltage
(Vzp) plus resistor model. After the switching of AN more
LEDs to turn on, the voltage becomes (Equation 3):

V= (N+AN)(Veptl R 5)
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Setting the two line voltages V,, (of Equations 2 and 3)
equal to each other leads to (Equation 4):

afrer =

(Nlde —ANVFD)( 1 )

N+ AN Ry

Therefore, in order for the current after the LEDs 140 of the
next LED segment 175 are turned on to be positive, then
NI, R >ANV ., and further, if we desire for the current to
remain above the latching current (I, , ) of a residential
dimmer, then (Equation 5):

(NI,Ry —ANVFD)( 1

—|>1 ~ 50 mA
NTAN Rd) > 1LATCH m

From Equation S we can derive a value of 1 ,, referred to as
“L.u” Which provides a desired I , ;; current when the next
LED segment 175 is switched (Equation 6):

IiarcnRy(N + AN) + ANV
bnax = NR,

From Equation (1) we will then find the value of the =1,
current at the segments switching (Equation 7):

From setting Equations 6 and 7 equal to each other, we can
then determine the value of a threshold input voltage “V .
producing an I, , ;5 current in the LED segments 175 (Equa-
tion 8):

Vint=NEppHpaRa)

The Equations 2 through 8 present a theoretical back-
ground for a process of controlling a driver interface with a
dimmer without additional bleeding resistors, which may be
implemented within the various representative apparatuses
(100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600) under the control of a control-
ler 120 (and its variations 120A-120E). To implement this
control methodology, various one or more parameters or char-
acteristics of the apparatuses (100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600)
are stored in the memory 185, such as by the device manu-
facturer, distributor, or end-user, including without limita-
tion, as examples, the number of LEDs 140 comprising the
various LED segments 175 in the segment, the forward volt-
age drop (either for each LED 140 or the total drop per
selected LED segment 175), the dynamic resistance R ;, and
one or more operational parameters or characteristics of the
apparatuses (100, 200, 300,400,500, 600), including without
limitation, also as examples, operational parameters such as a
dimmer switch 285 latch current I, -, a peak current of the
segment I, and a maximum current of the LED segment 175
which provides (following switching of a next LED segment
175) a minimum current equal to I, , ;. In addition, values
of an input voltage V- for each LED segment 175 and
combinations of LED segments 175 (as they are switched into
the LED 140 current path) may be calculated using Equation
8 and stored in memory 185, or may be determined dynami-
cally during operation by the controller 120 and also stored in
memory (as part of the first representative method discussed

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

54

below). These various parameters and/or characteristics, such
as the peak and maximum currents, may be the same for every
LED segment 175 or specific for each LED segment 175.

FIG. 22 is a flow diagram illustrating a first representative
method in accordance with the teachings of the present dis-
closure, which implements this control methodology for
maintaining a minimum current sufficient for proper opera-
tion of a dimmer switch 285 (to which one or more appara-
tuses (100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600) may be coupled). The
method begins, start step 601, with one or more of these
various parameters being retrieved or otherwise obtained
from memory 185, step 605, typically by a controller 120,
such as a value for an input voltage V- for the current, active
LED segment 175. The controller 120 then switches the LED
segment 175 into the LED 140 current path (except in the case
of a first LED segment 175, which, depending on the circuit
configuration, may be in the LED 140 current path), step 610,
and monitors the current through the LED 140 current path,
step 615. When the current through the LED 140 current path
reaches the peak current [ , (determined using a current sensor
115), step 620, the input voltage V,, is measured or sensed
(also determined using a voltage sensor 195), step 625, and
the measured input voltage V ;. is compared to the threshold
input voltage V ,-(one of the parameters previously stored in
and retrieved from memory 185), step 630. Based on this
comparison, when the measured input voltage V,, is greater
than or equal to the threshold input voltage V5, step 635, the
controller 120 switches a next LED segment 175 into the LED
140 current path, step 640. When the measured input voltage
V18 not greater than or equal to the threshold input voltage
Vv in step 635, the controller 120 does not switch a next
LED segment 175 into the LED 140 current path (i.e., con-
tinues to operate the apparatus using the LED segments 175
which are currently in the LED 140 current path), and con-
tinues to monitor the input voltage V,, returning to step 625,
to switcha next LED segment 175, step 640, into the LED 140
current path when measured input voltage V,,,becomes equal
to or greater than the threshold input voltage V., step 635.
Following step 640, and when the power has not been turned
off, step 645, the method iterates for another LED segment
175, returning to step 615, and otherwise the method may
end, return step 651.

FIG. 23 is a flow diagram illustrating a second representa-
tive method in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure, and provides a useful summary for the methodol-
ogy which tracks the rectified AC voltage V , or implements
a desired lighting effect, such as dimming. The determina-
tion, calculation, and control steps of the methodology may
be implemented, for example, as a state machine in the con-
troller 120. Many of the steps also may occur concurrently
and/or in any number of different orders, with a wide variety
of different ways to commence the switching methodology, in
addition to the sequence illustrated in FIG. 23, any and all of
which are considered equivalent and within the scope of the
disclosure.

More particularly, for ease of explanation, the methodol-
ogy illustrated in FIG. 23 begins with one or more zero
crossings, i.e., one or more successive determinations that the
rectified AC voltage V . is substantially equal to zero. During
this determination period, all, none, or one or more of the
LED segments 175 may be switched in. There are innumer-
able other ways to commence, several of which are also
discussed below.

The method begins with start step 501, such as by powering
on, and determines whether the rectified AC voltage V,, is
substantially equal to zero (e.g., a zero crossing), step 505. If
so, the method starts a time measurement (e.g., counting
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clock cycles) and/or provides a synchronization signal or
pulse, step 510. When the rectified AC voltage V,; was not
substantially equal to zero in step 505, the method waits for
the next zero crossing. In a representative embodiment, steps
505 and 510 are repeated for a second (or more) zero crossing,
when the rectified AC voltage V,, is substantially equal to
zero, for ease of measurement determinations, step 515. The
method then determines the rectified AC interval (period),
step 520, and determines the duration of the first half of the
rectified AC interval (period), i.e., the first quadrant “Q1”
146, and any switching intervals, such as when “Q1” 146 is
divided into a number of equal time intervals corresponding
to the number of LED segments 175, as discussed above, step
525. The method may also then determine whether brightness
dimming is occurring, such as when indicated by the zero
crossing information as discussed above, step 530. If dim-
ming is to occur, the method may determine the starting set of
LED segments 175, step 535, such as the number of sets of
segments which may be skipped as discussed with reference
to FIG. 3, and an interval (corresponding to the phase modu-
lation) following the zero crossing for switching in the
selected number of LED segments 175, step 540. Following
step 540, or when dimming is not occurring, or if dimming is
occurring but will track the rectified AC voltage V,, the
method proceeds to steps 545 and 551, which are generally
performed substantially concurrently.

In step 545, the method determines a time (e.g., a clock
cycle count), a voltage or other measured parameter, and
stores the corresponding values, e.g., in memory 465 (or
memory 185). As mentioned above, these values may be
utilized in “Q2”147. In step 551, the method switches into the
series LED 140 current path the number of LED segments
175 corresponding to the desired sequence or time interval,
voltage level, other measured parameter, or desired lighting
effect. The method then determines whether the time or time
interval indicates that “Q1” 146 is ending (i.e., the time is
sufficiently close or equal to the halftime of the rectified AC
interval (period), such as being within a predetermined
amount of time from the end of “Q1” 146), step 555, and
whether there are remaining LED segments 175 which may
be switched into the series LED 140 current path, step 560.
When “Q1” 146 is not yet ending and when there are remain-
ing LED segments 175, the method determines whether the
LED 140 current has reached a predetermined peak value 1,
(or, using time-based control, whether the current interval has
elapsed), step 565. When the LED 140 current has not
reached the predetermined peak value I, (or when the current
interval has not elapsed) in step 565, the method returns to
step 555. When the LED 140 current has reached the prede-
termined peak value I, (or when the current interval has
elapsed) in step 565, the method determines whether there is
sufficient time remaining in “Q1” 146 to reach I if a next
LED segment 175 is switched into the series LED 140 current
path, step 570. When there is sufficient time remaining in
“QQ1” 146 to reach 1, step 570, the method returns to steps
545 and 551 and iterates, determining a time (e.g., a clock
cycle count), a voltage, or other measured parameter, and
storing the corresponding values, step 545, and switching in
the next LED segment 175, step 551.

When the time or time interval indicates that “Q1” 146 is
ending (i.e., the time is sufficiently close or equal to the
halftime of the rectified AC interval (period)), step 555, or
when there are no more remaining LED segments 175 to
switch in, step 560, or when there is not sufficient time
remaining in “Q1” 146 to switch in a next LED segment 175
and have the LED 140 current reach I, step 570, the method
commences “Q2” 147, the second half of the rectified AC
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interval (period). Following steps 555, 560, or 570, the
method determines the voltage level, time interval, or other
measured parameter, step 575. The method then determines
whether the currently determined voltage level, time interval,
or other measured parameter has reached a corresponding
stored value for a corresponding set of LED segments 175,
step 580, such as whether the rectified AC voltage V,, has
decreased to the voltage level stored in memory which cor-
responded to switching in a last LED segment 175,, for
example, and if so, the method switches the corresponding
LED segment 175 out of the series LED 140 current path, step
585.

The method then determines whether the LED 140 current
has increased to a predetermined threshold greater than I,
(i.e., I plus a predetermined margin), step 590. If so, the
method switches back into the series LED 140 current path
the corresponding LED segment 175 which had been
switched out most recently, step 595, and determines and
stores new parameters for that LED segment 175 or time
interval, step 602, such as a new value for the voltage level,
time interval, or other measured parameter, as discussed
above (e.g., a decremented value for the voltage level, or an
incremented time value). The method may then wait a prede-
termined period of time, step 606, before switching out the
LED segment 175 again (returning to step 585), or instead of
step 606, may return to step 580, to determine whether the
currently determined voltage level, time interval, or other
measured parameter has reached a corresponding new stored
value for the corresponding set of LED segments 175, and the
method iterates. When the LED 140 current has not increased
to a predetermined threshold greater than I, in step 590, the
method determines whether there are remaining LED seg-
ments 175 or remaining time intervals in “Q2” 147, step 611,
and if so, the method returns to step 575 and iterates, continu-
ing to switch out a next LED segment 175. When there are no
remaining LED segments 175 to be switched out of the series
LED 140 current path or there are no more remaining time
intervals in “Q2” 147, the method determines whether there is
a zero crossing, i.e., whether the rectified AC voltage V, is
substantially equal to zero, step 616. When the zero crossing
has occurred, and when the power has not been turned off,
step 621, the method iterates, starting a next “Q1”’ 146, return-
ing to step 510 (or, alternatively, step 520 or steps 545 and
551), and otherwise the method may end, return step 626.

As mentioned above, the methodology is not limited to
commencing when a zero crossing has occurred. For
example, the method may determine the level of the rectified
AC voltage V,, and/or the time duration from the substan-
tially zero rectified AC voltage V, time interval, other mea-
sured parameter, and switches in the number of LED seg-
ments 175 corresponding to that parameter. In addition, based
upon successive voltage or time measurements, the method
may determine whether it is in a “Q1” 146 (increasing volt-
age) or “Q2” 147 (decreasing voltage) portion of the rectified
AC interval (period), and continue to respectively switch in or
switch out corresponding LED segments 175. Alternatively,
the method may start with substantially all LED segments 175
switched or coupled into the series LED 140 current path
(e.g., viapower on reset), and wait for a synchronization pulse
indicating that the rectified AC voltage V,, is substantially
equal to zero and “Q1” 146 is commencing, and then perform
the various calculations and commence switching of the num-
ber of LED segments 175 corresponding to that voltage level,
time interval, other measured parameter, or desired lighting
effect, proceeding with step 520 of the methodology of FIG.
23.
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Not separately illustrated in FIG. 23, for dimming applica-
tions, steps 545 and 551 may involve additional features.
There are dimming circumstances in which there is no “Q1”
146 time interval, such that the phase modulated dimming
cuts or clips ninety degrees or more of the AC interval. Under
such circumstances, the “Q2” 147 voltages or time intervals
cannot be derived from corresponding information obtained
in “Q1” 146. In various representative embodiments, the con-
troller 120 obtains default values from memory 185, 465,
such as time intervals corresponding to the number of LED
segments 175, uses these default values initially in “Q2” 147,
and modifies or “trains” these values during “Q2” 147 by
monitoring the AC input voltage and the LED 140 current
through the series LED 140 current path. For example, start-
ing with default values stored in memory, the controller 120
increments these values until I, is reached during “Q2” 147,
and then stores the corresponding new voltage value, for each
switching out of an LED segment 175.

FIG. 24 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a seventh
representative system 750 and a seventh representative appa-
ratus 700 in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure. Seventh representative system 750 comprises the
seventh representative apparatus 700 (also referred to equiva-
lently as an offline AC LED driver) coupled to an AC line 102.
The seventh representative apparatus 700 also comprises a
plurality of LEDs 140, a plurality of switches 310 (illustrated
as n-channel enhancement FETs, as an example), a controller
120G, a (first) current sensor 115, and a rectifier 105. Also
optionally and not separately illustrated in FIG. 24, a memory
185 and/or a user interface 190 also may be included as
discussed above. The seventh representative apparatus 700
does not require additional voltage sensors (such as a sensor
195) or power supplies (V. 125), although these compo-
nents may be utilized as may be desired.

The seventh representative apparatus 700 (and the other
apparatuses 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300 discussed
below) are utilized primarily to provide current regulation of
the series LED 140 current path, and to utilize current param-
eters to switch each LED segment 175 in or out of the series
LED 140 current path. The seventh representative apparatus
700 (and the other apparatuses 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200,
1300 discussed below) differs from the first apparatus 100
primarily with respect to the location of the controller 120G
and the type of feedback provided to the controller 120G, and
several of the apparatuses (1100, 1200, and 1300) utilize a
different switching circuit arrangement. More particularly,
the controller 120G has a different circuit location, receiving
input of the input voltage V,, (input 162), receiving input
(feedback) of each of the node voltages between LED seg-
ments 175 (inputs 320), in addition to receiving input from
current sensor 115 (inputs 160, 161). In this representative
embodiment, the controller 120G may be powered by or
through any of these node voltages, for example. Using such
voltage and current information, the controller 120G pro-
duces the gate (or base) voltage for the FET switches 310,
which can be controlled in either linear or switch mode (or
both) to produce any current waveform to maximize the
power factor, light production brightness, efficiency, and
interfacing to triac-based dimmer switches. For example,
controller 120G may produce a gate voltage for the FET
switches 310 to maintain substantially constant current levels
for the various combinations of LED segments 175 during
both “Q1” 146 and “Q2” 147. Continuing with the example,
the controller 120G may produce a gate voltage for FET
switch 310, to provide a current of S0 mA in a series LED 140
current path consisting of LED segment 175,, followed by
producing a gate voltage for FET switch 310, to provide a
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current of 75 mA in a series LED 140 current path consisting
of LED segment 175, and LED segment 175, followed by
producing zero or no gate voltages for FET switches 310 to
provide a current of 100 mA in a series LED 140 current path
consisting of all of the LED segments 174. Parameters or
comparison levels for such desired current levels may be
stored in a memory 185, for example (not separately illus-
trated), or provided through analog circuitry, also for
example. In this circuit topology, the controller 120G thereby
controls the current level in the series LED 140 current path,
and provides corresponding linear or switching control of the
FET switches 310 to maintain any desired level of current
during “Q1” 146 and “Q2” 147, such as directly tracking the
input voltage/current levels, or step-wise tracking of the input
voltage/current levels, or maintaining constant current levels,
for example and without limitation. In addition, the various
node voltages may also be utilized to provide such linear
and/or switching control of the FET switches 310, in addition
to feedback from current sensor 115. While illustrated using
n-channel FETs, it should be noted that any other type or kind
of switch, transistor (e.g., PFET, BIT (npn or pnp)), or com-
binations of switches or transistors (e.g., Darlington devices)
may be utilized equivalently (including with respect to the
other apparatuses 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300).

FIG. 25 is ablock and circuit diagram illustrating an eighth
representative system 850 and an eighth representative appa-
ratus 800 in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure. The eighth representative apparatus 800 differs
from the seventh representative apparatus 700 insofar as
resistors 340 are connected in series with the FET switches
310, and corresponding voltage or current levels are provided
as feedback to the controller 120H (inputs 330), thereby
providing additional information to the controller 120H, such
as the current level through each LED segment 175 and
switch 310 as an LED segment 175 may be switched in or out
of'the series LED 140 current path. By measuring the current
levels in each branch (LED segment 175), comparatively
smaller resistances 340 may be utilized advantageously (such
as in comparison to resistor 165), which may serve to
decrease power dissipation. Depending on the selected
embodiment, such a resistor 165 (as a current sensor 115)
may therefore be omitted (not separately illustrated).

FIG. 26 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a ninth
representative system 950 and a ninth representative appara-
tus 900 in accordance with the teachings of the present dis-
closure. The ninth representative apparatus 900 differs from
the eighth representative apparatus 800 insofar as resistors
345 are connected on the “high side” in series with the FET
switches 310, rather than on the low voltage side. In this
representative embodiment, series resistors 345 (which have
a resistance comparatively larger than low side resistors 340)
are utilized to increase the impedance in their branch when
the corresponding FET switch 310 is turned on, which may be
utilized to improve electromagnetic interference (“EMI”)
performance and eliminate the potential need for an addi-
tional EMI filter (not separately illustrated).

FIG. 27 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a tenth
representative system 1050 and a tenth representative appa-
ratus 1000 in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure. The tenth representative apparatus 1000 differs
from the eighth representative apparatus 800 insofar as addi-
tional current control is provided in the series LED 140 cur-
rent path when all LED segments 175 are utilized (none are
bypassed), utilizing switch 310, (also illustrated as an
n-channel FET) and series resistor 340,,, both coupled in
series with the LED segments 175 in the series LED 140
current path. The switch 310,, and series resistor 340, may be
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utilized to provide current limiting, with the controller 1201
providing a corresponding gate voltage (generally in linear
mode, although a switch mode may also be utilized) to the
switch 310,, to maintain the desired current level in the series
LED 140 current path, in addition to the current limiting
provided by series resistor 340,,. This is particularly useful in
the event the input voltage V., becomes too high; with the
input of V, (input 162) and the feedback of the node voltage
(from series resistor 340,, at input 330,,), by adjusting the gate
voltage of the switch 310, the controller 1201 is able to
prevent excess current flowing through the LED segments
175 in the series LED 140 current path. In addition, with this
circuit topology, other resistors (such as 165, or resistors 340)
may then be redundant or reduced in value, yet the controller
1201 still has sufficient information to provide the desired
performance, and depending on the selected embodiment,
such a resistor 165 (as a current sensor 115) may therefore be
omitted (not separately illustrated). It should also be noted
that the switch 310,, and series resistor 340, may also be
located elsewhere in the tenth representative apparatus 1000,
such as in between other LED segments 175, or at the top or
beginning of the series LED 140 current path, or on the
positive or negative voltage rails, and not just at the bottom or
termination of the series LED 140 current path.

FIG. 28 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating an elev-
enth representative system 1150 and an eleventh representa-
tive apparatus 1100 in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure. The eleventh representative apparatus
1100 differs from the seventh representative apparatus 700
insofar as FET switches 310 are connected (at the correspond-
ing anodes of the first LED 140 of an LED segment 175) such
that the series LED 140 current path always includes the last
LED segment 175, Instead of being the last LED segment
175 to be turned on, the last LED segment 175, is the first
LED segment 175 to be turned on and conducting in the series
LED 140 current path. The circuit topology of the eleventh
representative apparatus 1100 has additional advantages,
namely, power for the controller 120G may be provided from
the node voltage obtained at the last LED segment 175, and
various voltage and current levels may also be monitored at
this node, potentially and optionally eliminating the feedback
of voltage levels from other nodes in the series LED 140
current path, further simplifying the controller 120G design.

FIG. 29 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a twelfth
representative system 1250 and a twelfth representative appa-
ratus 1200 in accordance with the teachings of the present
disclosure. As discussed previously with respect to the eighth
representative apparatus 800, the twelfth representative appa-
ratus 1200 differs from the eleventh representative apparatus
1100 insofar as resistors 340 are connected in series with the
FET switches 310, and corresponding voltage or current lev-
els are provided as feedback to the controller 120H (inputs
330), thereby providing additional information to the control-
ler 120H, such as the current level through each LED segment
175 and switch 310 as an LED segment 175 may be switched
in or out of the series LED 140 current path. By measuring the
current levels in each branch (LED segment 175), compara-
tively smaller resistances 340 may be utilized advantageously
(such as in comparison to resistor 165), which may serve to
decrease power dissipation. In addition, with this circuit
topology, other resistors (such as 165) may then be redundant
or reduced in value, yet the controller 120H still has sufficient
information to provide the desired performance, and depend-
ing on the selected embodiment, such a resistor 165 (as a
current sensor 115) or other resistors 340 may therefore be
omitted (not separately illustrated). Also not separately illus-
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trated, but as discussed previously, resistors 345 may be uti-
lized (instead of resistors 340) on the high side of the switches
310.

FIG. 30 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a thir-
teenth representative system 1350 and a thirteenth represen-
tative apparatus 1300 in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure. As discussed previously with respect to
the tenth representative apparatus 1000, the thirteenth repre-
sentative apparatus 1300 differs from the twelfth representa-
tive apparatus 1200 insofar as additional current control is
provided in the series LED 140 current path when all LED
segments 175 are utilized (none are bypassed), utilizing
switch 310,, (also illustrated as an n-channel FET) and series
resistor 340,,, both coupled in series with the LED segments
175 in the series LED 140 current path. The switch 310,, and
series resistor 340, may be utilized to provide current limit-
ing, with the controller 1201 providing a corresponding gate
voltage (generally in linear mode, although a switch mode
may also be utilized) to the switch 310, to maintain the
desired current level in the series LED 140 current path, in
addition to the current limiting provided by series resistor
340,,. This is also particularly useful in the event the input
voltage V,,, becomes too high; with the input of V,, (input
162) and the feedback of the node voltage (from series resis-
tor 340, at input 330,,), by adjusting the gate voltage of the
switch 310, the controller 1201 is able to prevent excess
current flowing through the LED segments 175 in the series
LED 140 current path. In addition, with this circuit topology,
other resistors (such as 165 or other resistors 340) may then be
redundant or reduced in value, yet the controller 1201 still has
sufficient information to provide the desired performance,
and depending on the selected embodiment, such a resistor
165 (as a current sensor 115) may therefore be omitted (not
separately illustrated). It should also be noted that the switch
310, and series resistor 340, may also be located elsewhere in
the thirteenth representative apparatus 1300, such as in
between other LED segments 175, or at the top or beginning
of the series LED 140 current path, or on the positive or
negative voltage rails, and not just at the bottom or termina-
tion of the series LED 140 current path.

It should also be noted that any of the various apparatus
described herein may provide for a parallel combination of
two or more series LED 140 current paths, with a first series
LED 140 current path comprising one or more of LED seg-
ment 175, LED segment 175,, through LED segment 715,
with a second series LED 140 current path comprising one or
more of LED segment 175, ,, LED segment175, ,,, through
LED segment 175,,, and so on. As previously discussed with
reference to FIG. 6, many different parallel combinations of
LED segments 175 are available. Any of the LED segment
175 configurations may be easily extended to include addi-
tional parallel LED 140 strings and additional LED segments
175, or reduced to a fewer number of LED segments 175, and
that the number of LEDs 140 in any given LED segment 175
may be higher, lower, equal, or unequal, and all such varia-
tions are within the scope of the claimed disclosure.

Multiple strings of LEDs 140 arranged in parallel may also
be used to provide higher power for a system, in addition to
potentially increasing the power ratings of the LEDs 140
utilized in a single series LED 140 current path. Another
advantage of such parallel combinations of switchable series
LED 140 current paths circuit topologies is the capability of
skewing the current wave shape of the parallel LED strings by
configuring different numbers of LEDs 140 for each LED
segment 175 and the various sense resistor values to achieve
improved harmonic reduction in the AC line current wave-
form. In addition, any selected series LED 140 current path
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also may be turned oft and shut down in the event of power
de-rating, such as to reduce power when a maximum operat-
ing temperature is reached.

Inany of these various apparatus and system embodiments,
it should be noted that light color compensation can be
achieved by using various color LEDs 140, in addition to or in
lieu of white LEDs 140. For example, one or more LEDs 140
within an LED segment 175 may be green, red, or amber, with
color mixing and color control provided by the controller 120,
which may be local or which may be remote or centrally
located, through connecting the selected LED segment 175
into the series LED 140 current path or bypassing the selected
LED segment 175.

It should also be noted that the various apparatuses and
systems described above are operable under a wide variety of
conditions. For example, the various apparatuses and systems
described above are also able to operate using three phase
conditions, i.e., using a 360 Hz or 300 Hz rectifier output and
not merely a 120 Hz or 100 Hz rectifier output from 60 Hz or
50 Hz lines, respectively. Similarly, the various apparatuses
and systems described above also work in other systems, such
as aircraft using 400 Hz input voltage sources. In addition,
comparatively long decay type phosphors, on the order of
substantially about a 2-3 msec decay time constant, may also
be utilized in conjunction with the LEDs 140, such that the
light emission from the energized phosphors average the LED
140 light output in multiple AC cycles, thereby serving to
reduce the magnitude of any perceived ripple in the light
output.

In addition to the current control described above, the
various apparatuses 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, and
1300 may also operate as described above with respect to
apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, and 600. For example,
switching of LED segments 175 into or out of the series LED
140 current path may be based upon voltage levels, such as the
various node voltages at controller inputs 320. Also for
example, such as for power factor correction, switching of
LED segments 175 into or out of the series LED 140 current
path also may be based upon whether sufficient time remains
in a time interval to reach a peak current level, as described
above. In short, any of the various control methodologies
described above for apparatuses 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, and
600 may also be utilized with any of the various apparatuses
700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, and 1300.

It should also be noted that any of the various controllers
120 described herein may be implemented using either or
both digital logic and/or using automatic analog control cir-
cuitry. In addition, various controllers 120 may not require
any type of memory 185 to store parameter values. Rather, the
parameters used for comparison, to determine the switching
of LED segments 175 in or out of the series LED 140 current
path, may be embodied or determined by the values selected
for the various components, such as the resistance values of
resistors, for example and without limitation. Components
such as transistors may also perform a comparison function,
turning on when a corresponding voltage has been created at
coupled resistors which, in turn, may perform a current sens-
ing function.

FIG. 31 is a flow diagram illustrating a third representative
method in accordance with the teachings of the present dis-
closure, and provides a useful summary. The method begins,
start step 705, with switching an LED segment 175 into the
series LED 140 current path, step 710. Step 710 may also be
omitted when at least one LED segment 175 is always in the
series LED 140 current path. The current through the series
LED 140 current path is monitored or sensed, step 715. When
the measured or sensed current is not greater than or equal to
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a predetermined current level, step 720, the method iterates,
returning to step 715. When the measured or sensed current is
greater than or equal to a predetermined current level, step
720, anext LED segment 175 is switched into the series LED
140 current path, step 725. When all LED segments 175 have
been switched into the series LED 140 current path, step 730,
or when a maximum voltage or current level has been reached
or the first half (“Q1” 146) of a rectified AC interval has
elapsed (“Q1° 146 has ended), step 735, the method monitors
the current level through the series LED 140 current path, step
740. When the measured or sensed current is not less than or
equal to a predetermined current level, step 745, the method
iterates, returning to step 740. When the measured or sensed
current is less than or equal to a predetermined current level,
step 745, anext LED segment 175 is switched out of the series
LED 140 current path, step 755. When more than one LED
segment 175 is remaining in the series LED 140 current path,
the method iterates, returning to step 740. When all but one
LED segments 175 have been switched out of the series LED
140 current path, step 760, and when the power is not off, step
765, the method iterates, returning to step 715, and otherwise
the method may end, return step 770.

Additional levels of control may also be implemented uti-
lizing the various embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 1-31. For
example, the sequencing of the switching of the various LED
segments 175 into and out of the series LED 140 current path
may be varied, such as in response to the detected current
level in the series LED 140 current path. Continuing with the
example, the various controllers 120-1201 may be configured
or programmed to switch the various LED segments 175 into
and out of the series LED 140 current path in different orders,
such as in response to the detected current level provided via
current sensor 115, and may allow selected LED segments
175 to remain in the series LED 140 current path for selected
or predetermined current levels, and may allow multiple
series LED 140 current paths. Additional levels or kinds of
voltage and current regulation may also be provided, as illus-
trated and discussed below with reference to FIGS. 32-46,
which also may be implemented with the embodiments illus-
trated in FIGS. 1-31. For example, the various switches 110,
310 may be controlled and operated as current regulators 810
and/or controlled current sources 815, as discussed below and
as illustrated in FIGS. 43-46, to provide regulation of the
current levels through the series LED 140 current path, in
addition to performing a switching function.

FIG. 32 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a four-
teenth representative system 1450 and a fourteenth represen-
tative apparatus 1400 in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure. Instead of utilizing the various switches
(e.g., 110, 310) in an on or off (e.g., non-linear) mode only,
one or more current regulators 810 (illustrated as current
regulators 810, 810,, through 810,,) are utilized, to both (1)
control or determine which LED segments 175 are in or out of
the series LED 140 current path (or provide multiple series
LED 140 current paths), and (2) control or determine the level
of current through the series LED 140 current path and/or one
ormore LED segments 175 within the series LED 140 current
path. In the representative embodiments illustrated in FIGS.
35 and 38-42, the one or more current regulators 810 are
illustrated as controlled current sources 815, under the control
of a controller 120. In addition, such current regulators 810
and/or controlled current sources 815 also may be imple-
mented as illustrated in FIGS. 44-46, such as using various
transistors (e.g., MOSFETs, bipolar transistors, for example
and without limitation) or such transistors and operational
amplifiers, and also as previously discussed (such as with
reference to FIG. 4). Controller 120] (illustrated in FIGS. 35
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and 38) differs from the previously discussed controllers 120
insofar as it provides additional control or regulation of cur-
rent regulators 810 (rather than control of the on and off states
of'switches 110, 310), which may be implemented as current
sources 815 in the other embodiments discussed below, for
example. FIGS. 32, 35, and 38-42 also illustrate use of a fuse
103 in the system 1450 embodiment, which in addition to
being placed or configured between the AC line or source 102
and the rectifier 105, may also be located between the rectifier
105 and any of the various apparatuses 1400, 1500, 1600,
1700, 1800, 1900, 2000.

In addition, as discussed in greater detail below, one or
more voltage regulators 805 may also be implemented to
maintain a minimum, predetermined, or selected voltage
level for the LED segments 175, for example, near the inter-
vals of the zero crossing portions of a rectified voltage pro-
vided by rectifier 105, as illustrated by the representative
voltage waveforms in FIGS. 33, 34, 36, and 37 discussed
below. A wide variety of voltage regulators 805 are illustrated
and discussed with reference to FIGS. 32, 35, and 38-42. In
representative embodiments, the voltage regulator 805 is uti-
lized to provide a voltage level sufficient for at least one LED
140 to be on and conducting (and emitting light) substantially
or mostly at all times (provided the at least one LED 140 is in
at least one series LED 140 current path), so that there is light
output when the system 1450 is turned on, including during
the intervals of the zero crossing portions of a rectified volt-
age.
By regulating which LED segments 175 are in or out of the
series LED 140 current path (or multiple series LED 140
current paths), regulating the level of current through the
series LED 140 current path and/or one or more LED seg-
ments 175 within the series LED 140 current path(s), and by
regulating the voltage level provided to the LED segments
175, a significant degree of control over corresponding light
output is provided, including control over brightness (lumen
output), duration of continuous light output (or flicker), and
the power factor of the apparatuses and systems. For example,
the various representative embodiments illustrated in FIGS.
32, 35, and 38-42 have a significantly reduced flicker index
(defined as the amount of light above the average level
divided by the total light output), in addition to providing a
comparatively high power factor, at a selected or predeter-
mined lumen output.

Also for example, the various representative embodiments
illustrated in FIGS. 32, 35, and 38-42 are also able to accom-
modate a wide range of input AC voltage levels (e.g., 220V
for Asia and Europe and 120V for North America) and a wide
range of tolerances for the LEDs 140 (e.g., variability of
manufacture), which may have a wide range of forward volt-
age level drops, such as plus or minus 20%. Because of such
variance in forward voltage drop, without the additional con-
trol provided by the representative embodiments illustrated in
FIGS. 32, 35, and 38-42, various LED segments 175 may
receive insufficient levels of current (and therefore would be
dim or dark), while other LED segments 175 could receive
excessive voltage or current levels and reduce system effi-
ciency and lifespan.

FIG. 33 is a graphical diagram illustrating representative
voltage and current waveforms without the additional voltage
regulation discussed above. As illustrated, a rectified voltage
is provided, illustrated as waveform 901, with line current
levels illustrated as waveform 903. In the vicinity of the “zero
crossing” (illustrated as region 902, with the zero crossing
referring to the interval surrounding the corresponding zero
crossing of the non-rectified AC voltage (from AC source
102)), without the voltage regulator 805, the rectified voltage

20

30

40

45

55

64

generally is not high enough to allow the LEDs 140 (or one or
more LED segments 175) to be on and conducting within a
series LED 140 current path, i.e., is not high enough to over-
come the forward voltage required by one or more LEDs 140
and generate sufficient LED 140 current (region 904 of line
current waveform 903). As a result, the LEDs 140 would not
be providing light output during this zero crossing interval
(region 902), with the potential for both perceived flicker and
perceived variance in light output levels.

FIG. 34 is a graphical diagram illustrating representative
voltage, current, and light output waveforms using a repre-
sentative voltage regulator 805. As illustrated, the voltage
regulator 805 provides a higher voltage level (illustrated as
waveform 906) during the zero crossing interval (“filling the
valley”) of the rectified voltage (waveform 901), which is
sufficient to allow atleast one LED 140 (or more)to beon and
conducting. For example, when implemented as voltage regu-
lator 805A, discussed below with reference to FIG. 35, the
capacitors 820, 821 are charged during the higher voltage
(peak) portion or interval of the rectified voltage, and provide
voltage and/or current to the one or more LED segments 175
at other times, such as during the zero crossing interval,
and/or at other voltage levels (e.g., whenever the rectified
voltage level drops below the voltage level provided by the
voltage regulator 805A). FIG. 34 also illustrates line current
(waveform 908) and light output (waveform 907), which also
indicates varying light output levels. It should be noted that
the LED 140 current in the series LED 140 current path (not
separately illustrated in FIG. 34) generally will differ from
the representative LED 140 current illustrated in FIG. 2, as
the non-peak current levels in the series LED 140 current path
will generally be higher than the levels shown in FIG. 2 during
the zero crossing intervals, as determined by the voltage
and/or current levels provided by the voltage regulator 805,
for example and without limitation. In addition, it should be
noted that the peak current levels in the series LED 140
current path may also be different than the levels illustrated in
FIG. 2 (e.g., there may be multiple different peak current
levels depending upon which LED segments 175 are in the
series LED 140 current path(s), each of which also may be
comparatively stable, flat or clamped at a particular current
level, also for example and without limitation), as discussed
in greater detail below.

A wide variety of (switching) sequences of the current
regulators 810, and corresponding current levels provided by
the current regulators 810 (e.g., fixed, variable, program-
mable), are available and within the scope of the disclosure,
for any and all of the various embodiments. For example, and
as illustrated with the waveforms shown in FIG. 34, in a first
representative current level and LED segment 175 switching
sequence, the current levels are incremented sequentially
from lower to higher as more LED segments 175 are included
in the series LED 140 current path (first, lower current level
for LED segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path;
followed by a second, mid-range current level for LED seg-
ment 175, and LED segment 175, in the series LED 140
current path, followed by a third, higher current level for LED
segment 175, through LED segment 175, in the series LED
140 current path), and sequentially decremented from higher
back to lower as LED segments 175 are removed (or
bypassed) from the series LED 140 current path (third, higher
current level for LED segment 175, through LED segment
175,, in the series LED 140 current path, followed by a sec-
ond, mid-range current level for LED segment 175, and LED
segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path, followed by
a first, lower current level for LED segment 175, in the series
LED 140 current path). For example: (1) in “Q1” 146, current
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regulator 810, is on first and is set to 50 mA as a first, lower
current level for LED segment 175, in the series LED 140
current path, while the other current regulators 810 are off;
current regulator 810, is turned off, current regulator 810, is
on next and is set to 75 mA as a second, mid-range current
level for LED segment 175, and LED segment 175, in the
series LED 140 current path (also while the other current
regulators 810 are off); current regulator 810, is turned off,
current regulator 810, is on lastand is set to 100 mA as a third,
higher current level for LED segment 175, through LED
segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path (also while
the other current regulators 810 are off); and (2) in “Q2” 147,
the sequence is reversed, such that current regulator 810,
remains on and is set to 100 mA for LED segment 175,
through LED segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path
(while the other current regulators 810 are off); current regu-
lator 810,, is turned off, current regulator 810, is on next and
is setto 75 mA for LED segment 175, and LED segment 175,
in the series LED 140 current path (also while the other
current regulators 810 are off); and lastly current regulator
810, is turned off, current regulator 810, is on next and is set
to S0mA for LED segment 175, inthe series LED 140 current
path (also while the other current regulators 810 are off).

In representative embodiments, and as discussed in greater
detail below, a wide variety of non-sequential current regula-
tion schemes also may be implemented and utilized to pro-
vide a significantly reduced flicker index, a more constant or
stable level of light output, and a comparatively high power
factor. For example, in various embodiments, the current
levels are not incremented sequentially from lower to higher
as additional LED segments 175 are included in the series
LED 140 current path, and are not decremented sequentially
from higher back to lower as LED segments 175 are removed
(or bypassed) from the series LED 140 current path. Rather,
for a system with three current regulators 810, for example,
during a rectified voltage interval, as additional LED seg-
ments 175 are included in the series LED 140 current path in
“QQ1” 146, the current levels are sequenced from the second,
mid-range current level, followed by the first, lower current
level, then followed by the third, higher current level, and as
LED segments 175 are removed (or bypassed) from the series
LED 140 current path in “Q2” 147, the third, higher current
level is then followed by the first, lower current level, and
followed by the second, mid-range current level. Additional
types or implementations of such non-sequential current
regulation are discussed in greater detail below.

FIG. 35 is a block and circuit diagram illustrating a fif-
teenth representative system 1550 and a fifteenth representa-
tive apparatus 1500 in accordance with the teachings of the
present disclosure. As illustrated in FIG. 35, representative
voltage regulator 805A comprises a first capacitor 820
coupled in series (through diode 831) to a second capacitor
821. The first and second capacitors 820, 821 may be imple-
mented using any suitable type of capacitors, and are typi-
cally “bulk” capacitors, such as aluminum electrolytic
capacitors, for example and without limitation. The first and
second capacitors 820, 821 are charged in series (via diode
831) to a selected or predetermined voltage level during the
higher voltage (e.g., peak) portion or interval of the rectified
voltage (namely, whenever the rectified voltage level is higher
than the voltage level provided by the voltage regulator
805A). Also during this higher voltage (peak) portion or
interval of the rectified voltage, voltage and/or current gen-
erally are also being provided to the selected LED segments
175 ofthe series LED 140 current path(s), at predetermined or
selected current levels. When the rectified voltage level is
lower than the voltage level provided by the first and second
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capacitors 820, 821 (as part of the voltage regulator 805A),
however, the first and second capacitors 820, 821 discharge in
parallel (with the discharge path for the second capacitor 821
provided by diode 830, and diode 832 completing the circuit
(return path) for capacitor 820), providing voltage and/or
current to the LED segments 175 of the series LED 140
current path(s) during this lower, non-peak portion or interval
of the rectified voltage. As a consequence, voltage and/or
current sufficient for one or more LEDs 140 to be on and
conducting (and emitting light) may be provided to the LED
segments 175 of the series LED 140 current path(s) at all
times or during any selected time interval.

Continuing to refer to FIG. 35, additional control is pro-
vided by current sources 815 (illustrated as current sources
815,, 815,, through 815, ), which are utilized to implement
one or more current regulator(s) 810, and may be imple-
mented as linear regulators, for example and without limita-
tion, with several examples illustrated in FIGS. 44-46. The
current sources 815 implement two functions in the represen-
tative system 1550 and representative apparatus 1500, and are
under the control of a controller 120]. First, the current
sources 815 effectively determine which LED segments 175
are in the series LED 140 current path(s) or are bypassed,
functioning similarly to the various switches (110, 310) dis-
cussed previously. For example, when only current source
815, ison, LED segments 175, and 175, are in the series LED
140 current path, and LED segment 175, is not in the series
LED 140 current path; when only current source 815, is on,
LED segment 175, is in the series LED 140 current path, and
LED segments 175, through 175, are not in the series LED
140 current path; and when only current source 815, is on, all
LED segment 175, 175, through 175, are in the series LED
140 current path. Second, the current sources 815 determine
the amount or maximum (peak) amount of current allowed
through the LED segments 175 in the series LED 140 current
path(s). The on or off status of the current sources 815 and/or
the current levels of the current sources 815 may be deter-
mined dynamically by the controller 120J or other control
logic, for example, using current level feedback provided by
current sensor 115, implemented as illustrated using a current
sense resistor 165; alternatively, the current levels and on/off
status (switching on or off) of the current sources 815 may be
predetermined or selected and provided as programmed input
into the controller 120J; alternatively, the current levels and
on/off status (switching on or off) of the current sources 815
may be predetermined or selected and provided as pro-
grammed input into the current sources 815 or other control
logic.

It should also be noted that the current levels for any of the
current sources 815 may be fixed or variable, and may be
predetermined, programmable, and/or under the control of
the controller 120J (e.g., in response to the detected level of
current in current sensor 115, such as to accommodate varia-
tions in line voltages). For example, a current source 815 may
have a fixed current level, may have a variable level, may have
a variable level up to a maximum level, and/or may have a
current level determined by the controller 120J. For example,
in the representative systems 1650, 1750 and representative
apparatuses 1600, 1700 discussed below, the current levels of
the current source 815, and current source 815, are provided
at levels to provide a comparatively or mostly constant light
output overall (during successive rectified voltage intervals),
rather than an increased light output due to more LED seg-
ments 175 being in the series LED 140 current path(s) or a
reduced light output due to fewer LED segments 175 being in
the series LED 140 current path(s).
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As mentioned above, a wide variety of (switching)
sequences of the current sources 815, and corresponding cur-
rent levels provided by the current sources 815 (e.g., fixed,
variable, programmable), are available and within the scope
of'the disclosure, for any and all of the various embodiments.
For example, in a first representative current sequence, the
current levels are incremented sequentially from lower to
higher as LED segments 175 are included in the series LED
140 current path (first, lower current level, followed by a
second, mid-range current level, followed by a third, higher
current level), and sequentially decremented from higher
back to lower as LED segments 175 are removed (or
bypassed) from the series LED 140 current path (third, higher
current level, followed by a second, mid-range current level,
followed by a first, lower current level): (1) in “Q1” 146,
current source 815, is on first and is set to 50 mA, while the
other current sources 815 are off; current source 815, is
turned off, current source 815, is on next and is set to 75 mA
(also while the other current sources 815 are off); current
source 815, is turned off, current source 815, is on last and is
set to 100 mA (also while the other current sources 815 are
off); and (2) in “Q2” 147, current source 815, remains on and
is set to 100 mA (while the other current sources 815 are off);
current source 815, is turned off, current source 815, is on
next and is set to 75 mA (also while the other current sources
815 are off); and lastly current source 815, is turned off,
current source 815, is on next and is set to 50 mA (also while
the other current sources 815 are off).

In another, second representative current sequence illus-
trated in FIG. 36, the current levels are not incremented
sequentially from lower to higher as LED segments 175 are
included in the series LED 140 current path, and are not
decremented sequentially from higher back to lower as LED
segments 175 are removed (or bypassed) from the series LED
140 current path. Rather, for a system with three current
sources 815, the current levels are sequenced from the sec-
ond, mid-range current level, followed by the first, lower
current level, followed by the third, higher current level,
followed by the first, lower current level, and followed by the
second, mid-range current level, as follows: (1) in “Q1” 146,
current source 815, is on first and is set to 75 mA for LED
segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path, while the
other current sources 815 are off; current source 815, is
turned off, current source 815, is on next and is set to 50 mA
for LED segment 175, and LED segment 175, in the series
LED 140 current path (also while the other current sources
815 are off); current source 815, is turned off, current source
815,, is on last and is set to 100 mA for LED segment 175,
through LED segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path
(also while the other current sources 815 are off); and (2) in
“QQ2” 147, current source 815, remains on and is set to 100
mA for LED segment 175, through LED segment 175,, in the
series LED 140 current path (while the other current sources
815 are off); current source 815, is turned off, current source
815, is on next and is set to 50 mA for LED segment 175, and
LED segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path (also
while the other current sources 815 are oft); and lastly current
source 815, is turned off, current source 815, is on next and is
set to 75 mA for LED segment 175, in the series LED 140
current path (also while the other current sources 815 are off).

Using this non-sequential current regulation of the second
example, when current source 815, is on, the LED segment
175, is driven at a second, mid-range current level (75 mA),
which is higher than the current level used to drive both LED
segment 175, and LED segment 175, when current source
815, is on (50 mA). As a result, when current source 815, is
on, LED segment 175, is operated at a brighter level during
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this interval, producing a greater light output than if driven at
the first, lower current level. Similarly, when current source
815, is on, LED segment 175, and LED segment 175, are
operated at the first, lower current level; because multiple
LED segments 175 are receiving this lower amount of cur-
rent, however, the overall brightness and light output gener-
ated is substantially about the same (as LED segment 175,
being driven at the second, mid-range current level), resulting
in a more stable, even or constant light output, without flicker,
as illustrated in FIG. 36 (substantially stable light output with
some increase in the vicinity of the peak of the rectified
voltage level) and FIG. 37 (substantially constant light output
throughout the rectified voltage interval).

FIG. 36 is a graphical diagram illustrating representative
voltage, line current, and light output waveforms for the fif-
teenth representative system 1550 and a fifteenth representa-
tive apparatus 1500, with the non-sequential current regula-
tion (of the second representative current sequence discussed
above) and also using a representative voltage regulator
805A. As illustrated, light output (waveform 911) is consid-
erably more stable, without flicker, using this non-sequential
current regulation: (1) in “Q1” 146, current source 815, is on
first and is set to 75 mA for LED segment 175, in the series
LED 140 current path, while the other current sources 815 are
off; current source 815, is on next and is set to SO0 mA for LED
segment 175, and LED segment 175, in the series LED 140
current path (also while the other current sources 815 are off);
and current source 815, is onlastand is set to 100 mA for LED
segment 175, through LED segment 175, in the series LED
140 current path (also while the other current sources 815 are
off); and in “Q2” 147, current source 815, remains on and is
set to 100 mA for LED segment 175, through LED segment
175, in the series LED 140 current path (while the other
current sources 815 are off); current source 815, is on next
and is set to 50 mA for LED segment 175, and LED segment
175, in the series LED 140 current path (also while the other
current sources 815 are off); and lastly current source 815, is
onnextand is setto 75 mA for LED segment 175, inthe series
LED 140 current path (also while the other current sources
815 are off). The line current waveform 909 also reflects the
switching of the current sources 815 and the voltage/current
provided by voltage regulator 805 A, with no current provided
by the AC 102 line when the voltage regulator 805A is pro-
viding current to the LEDs 140 (the “valley fill portion” near
the zero crossing interval), followed by higher line current
levels as the various current sources 815 are switched on and
off (and capacitors 820, 821 are charged) with their corre-
sponding current levels for the for LED segment(s) 175 in the
series LED 140 current path (LED 140 current not separately
illustrated).

In a third representative current sequence, only two current
sources 815, and 815, are utilized with two LED segments
175, and 175, of the system and apparatus illustrated in FIG.
35. In this sequence, the current levels are not incremented
sequentially from lower to higher and are not decremented
sequentially from higher back to lower. Rather, for a system
with two current sources 815, the current levels are sequenced
from the higher to the lower level, followed by the lower
current level to the higher current level, as follows: (1) in
“QQ1” 146, current source 815, is on first and is set to 75 mA
for LED segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path,
while the other current sources 815 are off; current source
815, is turned off, current source 815, is on next and is set to
50 mA for LED segment 175, and LED segment 175, in the
series LED 140 current path (also while the other current
sources 815 are off); and (2) in “Q2” 147, current source 815,
remains on and is set to 50 mA for LED segment 175, and
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LED segment 175, in the series LED 140 current path (while
the other current sources 815 are off); and lastly current
source 815, is turned off, current source 815, is on next and is
set to 75 mA for LED segment 175, in the series LED 140
current path (also while the other current sources 815 are off).
It should be noted that this third sequence is similar to the
second sequence, except that the third or n” LED segment
175, and the third or n” current source 815, are not utilized.

FIG. 37 is a graphical diagram illustrating representative
voltage, line current and light output waveforms for the fif-
teenth representative system 1550 and a fifteenth representa-
tive apparatus 1500, with the non-sequential current regula-
tion (of the third representative current sequence discussed
above) and also using a representative voltage regulator
805A. As illustrated, light output (waveform 912) is consid-
erably more stable, effectively flat, and without flicker, using
this third representative non-sequential current regulation
described in the immediately preceding paragraph. The line
current waveform 913 also reflects the switching of the cur-
rent sources 815 and the voltage/current provided by voltage
regulator 805 A, with no current provided by the AC line when
the voltage regulator 805A is providing current (the “valley
fill portion™), followed by higher line current levels as the
various current sources 815 are switched on and off with their
corresponding current levels (LED 140 current also not sepa-
rately illustrated).

While three sequences have been discussed and illustrated
using two and three LED segments 175, it should be noted
that innumerable additional current regulation sequences and
permutations are available, are within the scope of the disclo-
sure, and are largely dependent upon the number of LED
segments 175 and current sources 815 (current regulators 810
and/or switches 110, 310) with corresponding current levels
which may be utilized in any selected embodiment. For
example, the current sources 815 may be decremented
sequentially from higher to lower in “Q1” 146 as LED seg-
ments 175 are included in the series LED 140 current path and
incremented sequentially from lower to higher in “Q2” 147 as
LED segments 175 are removed (or bypassed) from the series